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«<«TAXUS 


HoRTICULTURALLY and artistically 
the yews (Taxus) are favorites of many 
home owners. Yews are available in 
many shapes and sizes and have a mul 
titude of uses. Unfortunately, general 
knowledge of yews appears limited to 
the spreading Japanese yew (T. cuspi- 
data) and the upright-growing Hicks 
and Hatfield yews. 

The last two are hybrids between 
the Japanese and the English yew 

baccata). In concentrating on these 
three forms we have largely overlooked 
the English species and a number of 
useful varieties 

Several nurseries carry what they 
call Taxus repandens, a low-growing, 
graceful spreading yew with deep green 
lustrous narrow leaves. This is actually 
Taxus baccata repandens, one of the 
choice English yew varieties. 

The species, baccata, grows up to 30 
feet high in this country, and is broad- 
ly conical in form with glossy dark 
green foliage. There is a superb speci- 
men near Easton, Maryland, over 200 
years old. In Europe and the British 
Isles specimens over 1,000 years old 
are still thriving. 

Another choice variety is T. b. ad- 
pressa, a slow-growing upright shrub 
with narrow leaves only one-half inch 
long. They have the typical gréen color. 
Specimens with golden foliage are also 
ivailable. 

The Irish yew, T. b. stricta, is con 
sidered by many as the loveliest of 
all. It is a columnar form with upright 
branches and leaves spirally arranged 
and as glossy green as the species. 
There are several variegated forms. 

[The baccata species and varieties 
are generally dioecious so choose your 
specimen carefully to assure getting a 
berry-bearing plant. Certainly the 
fruits of yews are most attractive as 
can be seen from the adjoining color 
illustration. 

English yew is hardy in Zone 4 but 
must have a deep soil with a pH not 
under 6. Soil should be well fortified 
with humus. The species and the vari 
eties suffer in heat and protracted dry 
weather so water adequately to keep 
the leaves turgid. Of the three varieties 
selected from among 40 well known in 
arboretums, adpressa is less hardy and 
should not be planted north of Wash- 
ington and southern Ohio. :: H.G.M. 
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New giant-size 
how-to-do-it 
garden book that 
supplants all others! 

* 


OVER 1,000 
FULL COLOR PHOTOS a x Big 81 x 11 size 


The Complete Guide to ] ™! 
GARDEN F LOWERS ote: onthaetiatinn 


An Encyclopedia of Garden Planning hedges. How to attract and 
EDITED BY HERBERT ASKWITH struct a rock or wild 
Assisted by Catherine E. Meikle gardening in the city 

with six horticultural experts. Chiidren’s gardens « How 


North, South, East, West— watlog the Goan Ga 
explains and illustrates in true-to- a 

life colors every desirable flower Set the anaeet 
and ornamental plant from guidance of top 
EVERY REGION of North America horticulturists 


No matter where you live in North America, this compre- ica’s leading authorities on 
hensive book will tell you how to make your garden the Roses and Delphiniums. 
most talked-about in your neighborhood. This is a book you DANIEL J. FOLEY, horticul- 
and ; - 

in 


will refer to again 
guidance expressed 


Full color on every page! ee are tee 
Every single 8%” x 11” 
loaded with natural-color photographs taken by top-flight te > i] 
It is the ONLY book that shows in culture at Cornell, etc, 
more than 1,000 color photographs the hundreds of -flowering 
and when to plant and how to care ¢ 
: Harvard's world-famous 
for and protect them. Here is a treasure store of information, 

Arnold Arboretum, etc. 
arranged in ABC encyclopedic order for quick and ready 


floral photographers. 


varieties, telling how 


reference! 


clear, concise terms. (No Latin den Flowers in Color, etc. 
mames!) Beginners will quickly develop a “‘green thumb’’; H. HAROLD HUME, inter- 
expert gardeners will find it a gold mine of suggestions and nationally-known authority 
ideas for making flower beds, walks, ponds, and hedges on southern gardening; Dean 
even more unusual and beautiful. You will learn what you Emeritus of Florida College 
need and what you don’t need to buy for your garden. In of Agriculture. 

one short season, this book can save you many times iis GEORGE H.M. LAWRENCE, 
modest purchase price. 


Over 2,000 subjects 
Over 1,000 full-color 
plates. Indexed 








Bulbs, ground cover and 
feed birds ¢ How to con- 
garden e Window box 


to grow annuals in the 
shortest time ¢ And many, 


flowers. 


R. C. ALLEN, one of Amer- 


again for its completely reliable tural writer, editor of Gat- 


Director of the famous 
Bailey Hortorium at Cornell, 


ARNO NEHRLING, Publi- 


: = = dorticultural Society 
ze of this sumptuou 00 setts Horti - ie 
page : umptuous book is former Professor of Flori- 
DONALD WYMAN, dis- 
tinguished horticulturist of 











Only *9.95 until Christmas! 


Reduced-price coupon After Dec. 31st, $12.50 


ORDER NOW! 
SAVE $2.55 


Readers of this mag- 
azine have a unique 
opportunity to pur- 
chase this invaluable 
garden encyclopedia 
at the special price of 
$9.95—with a 
MONEY - BAC K 
GUARANTEE! Per- 
fect Christmas gift! 


- 
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A. 8. BARNES AND COMPANY 

11 East 36th Street, Dept. 12H61, New York 16, N.Y. 

Gentlemen: Please send me copies of THE COMPLETE 
GUIDE TO GARDEN FLOWERS at the special reduced price (good 
only until December 31st, 1961) of $9.95 each. I understand that if I'm 
not completely satisfied, I] may return it (them) for full credit. Check or 
money order enclosed. Publisher pays postage. 


NAME 
ADDRESS 
CITY ZONE STATE 

















GREENHOUSE 
GARDENING 


Enjoy the thrill and relaxation of GREENHOUSE 
GARDENING whenever the spirit moves you. Be- 
come one of the ever-increasing number of hoppy 
gardeners who spend leisure hours tending favorite 
plants, in climate-controlled gardening conditions. 


In a sparkling aluminum Orlyt greenhouse you can 
garden to your heart's content all through the drab 
winter months in shirtsleeve comfort. When 
spring arrives, all your seedlings and cuttings will 
be ready and waiting to tuyn your garden into the 
most colorful setting for ovtdoor living 

. and you will find that your 
greenhouse can more than 
pay for itself in a 
few years 


CATALOG #99 
. 
IT’S AMERICAS 
Most 
COMPLETE 


GREENHOUSE 
CATALOG 








LORD ond BURNHAM 


IRVINGTON, WN. Y. 


HAST, FACY, SURE, SAFE 


for everything you grow! 


Instantly-soluble plant food 
for 5S-way feeding. Plants 
“drink in” rich nutrients 
through their leaves, stems, 
blooms, branches, roots. Ex- 
clusive Reilly secret formu- 
ta. Just add to water, sprin- 
kie or spray on everything 
you grow indoors or out! 
Used 25 years by profes- 
sional growers. Sold by 
leading nurseries garden 
and hardware stores. 


KAD 


Gardeners LOVE It! 


~ The Town and Country Car, 
“a holds twice as much as u 
——— wheelbarrow. Easily carries 
heavier loads. Two big 20” 

wheels. Weight rests on 

axle. Won't tip over. Two 

models. Please write for 

hiteroture, attractive prices 


VERMONT-WARE, Box 1812, Hinesburg, Vermont 


Write today for free strated book—cuitural 
Jirections pronouncing ndex germination 


table. 3000 varieties—old and new. Many 
rs for the asking. Send a 


~“ . 





rare kinds. You 
postcard today! 


Geo. W. Park Seed Co., Greenwood 238, S. C. 
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EXACUM 


needs no coddling 


Kay Corsin 
Dickson, Tenn. 


I-F YOU HAVE HESITATED to grow 
house plants because you could not give 
them the special temperatures and hu- 
midity they require, you will be de- 
lighted with Exacum, for it will settle 
down to become a member of the family 
at once. 


Exacum affine 


Exacum affine, or German violet, 
does best at a normal daytime tempera 
ture of 70° or more. Night tempera 
tures may go as low as 50°. It does not 
suffer from the dryness of hot-air heat 
as long as it is well watered. 

One of the few true blue flowers of 
the Gentian family Exacum comes to us 
from an island in the Indian Ocean. 
[he blossoms are a rich sky blue with 
golden stamens and are fragrant. 

The 24-inch florist plants will come 
into bloom in six to seven months, so 
early spring is a good time to buy them 
for fall and winter bloom. Or if you 
prefer to grow your own, February is 
best for sowing. 

Sow the tiny seeds in a sterile me- 
dium, such as milled sphagnum moss, 
but do not cover them. They will ger- 
minate in about two weeks. When two 
pairs of true leaves have developed, 
transplant to 22-inch pots, using gar- 
den soil containing a good amount. of 
organic matter. About eight to ten 
months after sowing they will be ready 
for a five-inch pot. 

The new plants should be sheared 
back in August for compact growth. A 
southern window suits them best during 
the winter. If you want to keep them 
from one year to the next, bury the pots 
to the rims in a shady place outdoors 
during summer. 

For a royal splash of color, there is 
a new dark lavender form, atrocoeru- 
leum, of this delightful plant. :: 
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For the twelfth consecutive 
year we proudly present our two 


most popular all-expense-inclusive 


F Condon Towu & 


Sponsored by Leading Horticultural Societies. Each Tour 
Personally Conducted by an Outstanding Garden Authority 


Combine your zest for travel with your zeal for gardens. 
See Europe’s famous sights and delightful gardens—with 
special receptions, teas and luncheons at private estates 
seldém seen by outsiders. Discuss your special garden in- 
terests with Europe’s foremost horticulturists, bulb growers, 
nurserymen and teachers. Enjoy a leisurely yet thorough 
trip, planned entirely for your pleasure. 


WESTERN EUROPE 


Tour conducted by Mr. John F. Clark, Vice-President, Ontario Horticultural 
Association 

The sunny Mediterranean route to Italy. Swiss alpine gardens. Holland 
at tulip time. Belgium. Paris in the spring. French chateaux country. The 
Chelsea Flower Show in London. 58-day tour sails on S. S. Cristoforo 
Colombo from New York on March 31. $1695.20 


BRITISH ISLES 


Tour conducted by Mr. John B. Brimer, noted garden author and artist. 
London and the Chelsea Flower Show. Devon and Kent. The “Shakespeare 
Country’. Wales. Lake-studded Ireland, North and South. Scotland and 
the Lake Country”. 48-day tour sails on R.M.S. Queen Mary from 
New York on May 16. $1481.50 

NOTE: British Isles tour begins where Western European Tour 


ends, and may be taken in conjunction with first tour af a saving 
For information on either tour, write 


DEPT. H12 


JEAN BERKE 


AS 1S, TRAVEL SERVICE, Inc. 
518 Fifth Avenue 
New York 36, New York 
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Gn Ideal Christmas Gift-- 
Keep AU Your Copies of 


HORTICULTURE 


tna Permaneat Sinder, $2.50 


Canada and foreign countries $3.00, 
BACK NUMBERS 
Now Collectors’ Items 


Save Horticulture’s Beautiful Color 
Plates: for easy identification of plants 
and flowers; to help you create pleasing 
garden pictures; to provide inspira- 
tion in staging flower shows. 


HORTICULTURE ATrRacTIVELY LETTERED IN GOLD 
HORTICULTURE BINDER, 300 Massachusetts Ave., Boston 15, Mass. 








593 








SUCCESSFUL ¢ 


PLANTS START WITH 


ROOTONE! 


4; 




















FLIGHT DECK—Unusual Gift! 
All the birds in the neighborhood can’t resist the 
pool, playground and excellent cuisine on‘ this 
Flight Deck! Clip to your window sill and observe 
birds at close range. Weather proof duralon, 
green, white trim, feeding stick, 4 seed wells, 
water pool, 17” x 15”. Gift packed with card. 
$6.95 ppd. 3 for $19.75. Money back guarantee. 
IT'S EASY AS 1-2-3... Send for FREE Xmas Catalog featuring over 
4 merely dip cutting in Rootone 100 items for the Bird Watcher and Student. 


insert in rooting medium 
2 ; , 7 Duncraft, Dept. H-12, Dunn Bldg., Penacook, 
3 watch ’em grow: 
Use it for rooting indoor or outdoor cuttings. 
Encourages root development, guards against 


oe pemae coeaee. DRY YOUR FLOWERS YEAR ROUND 


New Hampshire 


GUT Te : Use Pure Silica Gel Mix, featured in The Ameri- 
4-om Packet 35e 60 (0) ‘ lg a can Home Magazine as the best way of drying 
2-o2. Jar $1.25 ; nig 
sent . fresh flowers permanently. Article on subject is 


af at " ° - 3 . 
eaecoes poh aeh nT yh gee - ‘ available if desired. Flowers retain natural color 
(Formerly American Chemical Paint Co.) ba $ ’ and form with this Silica Gel Mix. Easy, safe, 


AMBLER, PA. « Niles, Calif. + St. Joseph, Mo. , : 
, odorless. Use over and over. Ready to use, no 


South Berwick, Maine. 


2 he r f FLOWER ‘ f 7 mixing; ong sare pede A x apd 
: $6.95 ostpaid. NES, AGE. 
BOOK pounds 36 Pp 


If you love flowers, we want you to hove a free 


copy of the new Park Flower Book for 1962 “Would make a practical and lasting gift’ 


This catalog lists & 
describes over 3 


Se a teens SEPTIC TANK TROUBLE? 


seed and plants 


Al dofh 
ash dghediens alate. NORTHEL Reactivator keeps septic tank and cess- 


= se cultural pool clean. A bacterial concentrate breaks up solids 

rections, pronoun 

cing index germina- and grease—prevents overflow, back-up, odors. 

tion tables, lots of . : 

helpful information Regular use saves costly pumping or digging. Simply 
mix dry powder in water, flush down toilet. Non- 


poisonous, non-caustic. Guaranteed to reactivate 
septic tank, cesspool. Six months’ supply (23 ozs.) 
only $2.95 postpaid. Northel Distributors, HO-12, 


P.O. Box 1103, Minneapolis 40, Minn. 


Send a postcard 


today for your 


FREE FLOWER 
BOOK 


GEORGE W. PARK SEED CO. 
ee ee PLASTIC BIRD FEEDER STICKS ON WINDOW 
we POSEY BOARDS 





New feeder brings birds to your windows— 
Two Tone Plastic, red roof, green base—62 
x 6'4 x 4. Four Plastic suction cups hold 
feeder firmly to window. Attractively Boxed. 
Timely, lasting gift for bird lovers of all ages. 

-— Gift wrapped with card enclosed, if requested. 
a | A REAL VALUE at $2.00 POSTPAID. 


Hand-carved, dark wood bases for flower or 
truit arrangements ' 7 vee nal ‘ 
es toe a ones SIMONE SAVAGE, South Berwick Maine. 
Set $8.25 idd $.50 West of Mi ippi 
Found only at: Mrs. Robert Barton's Garden 
Shop, 75 Granite St., Foxboro 


“Lets feed our feathered friends this winter’ 
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TERRARIUM PLANTS AND 
BERRY BOWL KITS 


Berry Bowl Plant nt ers and Kit Oe 


4. ALLGROVE, North Wilmington, Mass. 











CATCH THEM ALIVE AND UNHURT! 


we pda more! 
Easy to use! 


g rats, rabbit 
( t 


HAVAHART, 172- D Water Stree, Ossining, N. y. 
Please send me FREE new 48-page booklet and price list. 
Name : suanantion 


Address ——_$$—$—— 


Free to WRITERS 


seeking a book publisher 


Two fact-filled, illustrated brochures tell 
how to publish your book, get 40% royalties, 
national advertising, publicity and promotion. 
Free editorial appraisal. Write Dept. HO-3 


Exposition Press, 386 Park Ave. S., N. Y. 16 


Send for free samples 


PERFECT GARDEN LABEL 


Lead pencil markines permanent 


Millions in satisfactory 
er A —— oa blends 
wit! K ITpose 
‘PERFECT GARDEN to. 
538 Madison Ave., New York 
(successor to Howard Hammitt) 


Really — 
use Be 





TREE-LANDSCAPE WORK 
PRUNING-PLANTING-SPRAYING 
BIG TREE MOVING, LANDSCAPE DESIGN 


WHITE & FRANKE, INC. 
AS 7-4204 Brookline, Mass. 
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<< LETTERS. 


to Re _Eiditors 


What a Choice to Make 
Dear Editor—In the city of Portland and 
its surrounding vicinity, live over 3000 
Garden Club members, who participate in 
numerous flower shows each year. While 
horticulture is stressed in all of these shows, 
it is always the Flower Arrangement di- 
vision that draws the largest proporticn of 
the attendance. Miss Felicia Nutting is 
fortunately not representative of this area 
as a whole. Most of us like both, and a great 
many of us, if we had to choose (Heaven 
forbid) would vote for more arrangements. 
FRANCES MaTTHEws, Portland, Ore. 


Inspiration? 
Dear Editor—Every month I look forward 
to HortTIcUuLTuRE. I glory in your pictures. 
We give your magazine as Christmas gifts 
and our friends love it. A friend of min 
saw all my accumulated magazines and 
asked me if she could use them to paper 
her old-fashioned bathroom. I just saw the 
result although it was done months ago. 
You should see this room, and what a 
world of loveliness it brings to the beholder. 
Should you like to photograph it, I shall 
enclose the address. My husband reads your 
articles. I do not take the time always but 
the pictures alone are enough for me. 
Mrs. Wn. Voss, Glenview, IIl. 


View from the Industry 
Dear Editor—I would like to express my 
appreciation for the wonderful color work 
in your September 1961 issue. It is not so 
much that the color is better than usual 
since, it is always outstanding in Hortr- 
CULTURE, but the reproduction of King’s 
Ransom and the other roses that appear, 
are vastly superior to those ordinarily seen. 
I think when I express my personal thanks 
I also include the views of our industry. 
DENNISON Morey, DrrECTOR 
Research Department, 
Jackson & Perkins Co. 


Half-and-Half 

Dear Editor —Please convey the following: 

No, Miss Nutting. We learn to improve 

our own arrangements by seeing HortTI- 

CULTURE’S marvelous full color arrange- 

ments. Let's go half-and-half. Fair ’nuff? 
BarRBARA L. PEARSON, Lowell, Mass. 


A Pleasant Balance 
Dear Editor—I am following with interest 
in your “Letters to the Editor” column the 
debate between those purists who want 
technical articles and the readers who seek 
more variety. I am sure that Horticut- 
rURE reaches many homes where the hus- 
band is the dirt gardener and the wife is 
more interested in such articles as topiary, 
drying flowers, arranging flowers, or cook- 
ing with herbs and flowers. Horticut- 
TURE has presented such a pleasant bal- 
ance of both types; let’s keep it that way. 
Joan Manoney, Arlington, Mass. 
see page 607 





Need space to store garden tools, 
bicycles, outdoor furniture? 
Need a little workshop, play 
space for kids — or a guest house? 
Then a Walpole Small Building, 
prefabricated to save you time, 
fuss and money is for you. Eleven 
sizes and styles to choose from. 
Come see them at our display grounds 
—or write or phone for free sllus- 
trated catalog and prices. 


WALPOLE 
WOCDWORKERS 


Cedar Fences, small buildings, rustic furniture 
Write Dept. H 
WALPOLE, MASS. © 767 EAST ST. (Rte. 27) 
sameeneie MOMS 8-2800 


HERE’S THE BEST 
HOLIDAY GIFT OF ALL! 


Garden On Your 
Window Sill... 
cD 


Me 
Son med 


... WITH YOUR NEW 


EMERSON 


ALUMINUM 

7 T 7 - "yO MT ol 
WINDOW GREENHOUSE 

Grow the plants you love from season 

to season. Beautifies the home both inside 

and out. Can be used as a co 

Made to fit any size window. } 

strong aluminum that will not rust. Easily 
nstalled. comple : 


Assempige with Pile Shipped Pre- 
paid if Payment Acc anies @ 
pete | aymen ccompanies $59.50 
Shipped with nuts, bolts, complete in-— 
struction sheet, Other sizes proportion- 
ately priced. SEND FOR_FREE BRO- 
“HURE — HT-1261 _ LISTING ALL 
SIZES AND. PRIC 
ELIVERY G 0 
FOR THE HO 








ARANTEED 
LIDAYS 


EMERSON IND. ENC 


132 ADAMS AVE HEMPSTE 
CALL iVanhoe 3-65 





: 2 
- 
i. 


gilt 


é 
a 


HORTICULTURE 





and ORNAMENTATIO 


in variety are a recognized part of holiday decoration. Unfettered by 


custom, the shackles of precedent fall away. Thus design pleasing in 


form and appropriate in concept unfolds to add to the cheery welcome 


of the festive season. 
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HOUSE PLANTS 


with a 


Tradescantia fuscata 


House PLANTs with downy leaves 
make fascinating subjects when used for 
contrast among the more conventional 
glossy-leaved plants, or in an exotic col 
lection of their own kind 

Gynura, or velvet plant, comes to 
mind at once because it is well known. 
But there are others just as unique, a 
few of which flower. 
Tradescantia fuscata with broad, 
brown-green leaves center-striped with 
white, appears to be upholstered in red 
velvet. It is a compact, almost stemless 
plant grown primarily for its handsome 
foliage. But in spring and summer it 
produces three-petaled lavender flowers 
similar to those of an attractive relative, 
Setcreasea. T. fuscata is easily grown 
and is happy with house conditions, a 
rich, loose soil and thorough watering 
when dry. 

It is interesting to note that 
families of smooth-leaved plants have 
at least one member which is hairy, or 
Philodendron 
velvety 
and 


most 


at least velvety in texture 


andreanum has elegant green, 
leaves with 


creamy-white veins. Peperomia incana 


brown — suffusions 
has the round leaves associated with the 
peperomias, but these are covered with 
gravish wool. Among the _ begonias, 
B. leptotricha, or wooly bear, has leaves 
covered on the under surface with the 
brownish “fur” which makes the name 
appropriate. Wooly bear begonia pro 
duces white flowers freely and when 
grown in humusy soil, with filtered sun- 
light and given moisture in plentiful 
supply, it gives much satisfaction. 


DOWNY 


DIFFERENCE 


Epiru S. ABBoTT 
Beloit, Wisconsin 


Gynura aurantiaca, velvet plant 


To most of us mention of cacti brings 
a quick mental image of thorns and 
spines but among them are to be found 
lovely furred plants, soft and 
downy—one of the surprises. in the 
plant world. 


many 


Cephalocereus  senilis, popularly 
called old man cactus, may be kept for a 
long time if watering is limited, particu- 
larly during the dark winter days. Until 
I learned to conform to this rule I lost 
many of these cacti from rot. The lovely 
white hairs looked the same but some 
shrinkage seemed to be present, then 
one day I would find the white column 
lying on its side completely rotted be- 


yond any hope of saving. Having 
mended my ways I have been able to 
keep this cactus for years. Each year 
brings new height and longer hairs. I 
have actually combed and arranged 
these hairs when they became too mat- 
ted or were full of particles of soil re- 
ceived in process of potting. 

The companion of old man cactus is 
old lady cactus (Mammillaria hahni- 
ana) lower growing and clustering, 
with long white hair which improves 
with the years. I have seen bright flow- 
ers form a circle around the crown of 
this cactus, nestling incongruously in 
white down. 

Another clustering downy cactus is 
feather cactus (M. plumosa) and Hum- 
mel’s powder puff has furry offsets 
which build the plant into a downy 
pyramid. M. bocasana has silky white 
hairs which partially conceal a hooked 
spine in each tubercle. Most of the 
haired cacti are without sharp spines 
but this is an exception. The hair is soft 
and the spines are sharp and difficult to 
dislodge once they enter a finger. When 
bocasana flowers, the yellow blossoms 
are followed by long, slightly curving 
rose-colored seed peds. 

The above-mentioned cacti, along 
with Espostoa lanata, the Peruvian old 
man, are strikingly beautiful combined 
in a white pottery bowl. All are selected 
for length and density of down. 

Leaves with thick, bright red, felt- 
like hairs characterize Smithiantha cin- 
nabarina, a Mexican plant belonging to 
the Achimenes family. The stems are 
purple-red, flowers are borne on a tall 
spike and have a range of colors from 
white to red, one of the prettiest being 
red, spotted white. Cinnabarina does 
best in sunlight, with never a complete 
drying of the soil. Like the Achimenes 
the plant dies away after blooming in 
late summer. Store rhizomes in dry sand 
until spring, then plant in rich soil. 

The leaves of Hypoestes sanguino- 
lenta, sometimes called freckle face, are 
downy green and dotted red or pink. 
see page 618 
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Decorate With House Plants 


. Begonia Emily Clibran 

Hoya varieties 

. Smithiantha (Naegelia) xebrina 
. Begonia preussen 

. Polyscias guilfoylet victoriae 


. Saintpaulia grotei 


. Peristrophe angustifolia aureo-variegata 


Begonia It 


. Fittonia verschaffelti pearcei 
. Ligularia kaempferi argentea 
. Slipper gloxinia 


. Ligularia kaempferi aureo-maculata 




















Paul Ecke: 
the CHRISTMAS FLOWER KING 


Wuart 1s America’s favorite Christmas 
flower? 

No one should be better qualified to 
answer that question than Paul Ecke. 
About 20 miles north of San Diego, 
Calif., Mr. Ecke has over 400 acres of 
poinsettias under cultivation. Tourists 
are thrilled when they see those fields 
ablaze with color in early December. 
The dazzling riot of red and green is a 
spectacle hard to forget. 

To the owner, this poinsettia plarta 
tion represents a lifetime’s triumph. 
\fter long years of effort, his attempt to 
tame Mexico’s wildest wild flower was 
finally crowned by success. Paul Ecke 
succeeded in turning a maverick of the 
fields into the most profitable of all 
holiday blooms. 

Forty years ago the poinsettia was as 
erratic in its blooming as a spring violet 
that suddenly decides to put forth buds 
in September. Flower lovers who gave it 
a place in their gardens hadn't the re 
motest idea when it would bloom. Some 
times it would happen in October, then 
again it might not occur until January. 

With expert skill and patience, he 
began to experiment and finally worked 
out a timetable so his poinsettias would 
blossom regularly for Christmas. The 
plants are now under such perfect con- 
trol that he reaps two crops—the roots 
that are shipped by the tens of thou- 
sands to nurserymen and florists just 
after Easter, and the flowers that are 
cut and sent out to “the trade” shortly 
before Christmas. 

Paul Ecke came naturally by his in- 
terest in floriculture. His father, Albert 
Ecke, was a _ successful Los Angeles 
market grower who cultivated flowers 
on the side for his own pleasure. One 
day he brought home a poinsettia root, 
which he planted in his garden. Curious 
as it May seem, almost from the start, 
young Paul watched that plant with an 
absorbing fascination. By many persons 
he must have been regarded as little 
short of crazy when he finally forsook 
the solid business of raising radishes 
and beans for the haphazard game of 
trying to grow a temperamental Christ- 
mas blossom. 

But he made good and his success is 
demonstrated by the vast activity that 
may now be seen on the Ecke Plantation 
in early December. The owner hires an 
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army of men to help him harvest his 
blooms. Cutters start their day at sun- 
rise and work till dark. Close after them 
in the fields are the “runners”—young 
chaps who carry the flowers in bunches 
of 40 to the shipping sheds where the 
cut stems are dipped into a boiling fluid 
that seals them for their long-distance 
deliveries. There are acid baths that 
complete the process before the poinset- 
tias stand in tall pails awaiting their 
journey. 

Of course, the earliest and biggest 
crop is the roots, which are shipped to 
growers all over the country, and even 
to the Philippines and Mexico. 

For people who receive potted poin- 
settias at Christmas, Mr. Ecke offers 
some valuable suggestions. Many buyers 
are dismayed when a plant that has be- 
come chilled by being out in the cold 
air suddenly wilts when placed in the 
warmer atmosphere of their home. 
It can usually be revived by watering 
with hot water. During the day, a room 
temperature of below 70° is desirable, 
as these plants are used to cool, moist 
air. At night the pot can be left in a 
temperature as low as 50° though care 
should be taken not to place it beside 
an open window whcre a freezing draft 
might chill the plant. 

He also has some helpful advice for 
those who buy the cut flowers and want 
to make them last as long as possible. 
Keep them in deep, cool water in a 
room where there is plenty of fresh air. 
The flowers will be rejuvenated if a few 
inches are cut off each stem from time 
to time and the raw spot boiled or 
burned briefly to heal the stalk. An 
overnight soak in a bathtub full of cool 
water will also revive the blossoms, care 
being taken when each one is gently 
dipped under the surface. 

No Christmas passes but what mil- 
lions of poinsettias are brought into 
American homes. It is a far cry from 
the day, more than a century ago, when 
Dr. Joel R. Poinsett, the first United 
States Minister to Mexico, and the man 
for whom the flower was named, 
brought some lonely roots to his South 
Carolina plantation. At that time the 
poinsettia was looked upor as a great 
curiosity—a striking rarity, a tropical 
flower. Today it is an established Christ- 
mas tradition throughout the country. :: 


Paut V. D. Hoysrapt 


Poughkeepsie, N.Y. 





he size of each jaunty figure pictured is gov- 


erned by the 


kind of cone selected. Here is a 


varied group, all pine cones of common species. 


’ lambertiana, sugar pine 


’. jeffreyi, Jellrey pine 

’. pinaster, cluster pine 

», ponderosa, western yellow pine 
’. taeda, loblolly pine 


’. strobus, white pine 


’. radiata, Monterey pine 


’. nigra, Austrian pine 


». echinata, shortleaf pine 

’. sylvestris, Scotch pine 

». banksiana, jack pine 

». densiflora, Japanese red pine 


?, mugo, Swiss mountain pine 
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DECEMBER OFFERS home gardeners 
an ideal] interim for reviewing the past 
season's accomplishments and failures. 
Before the 
of urgency, you can take a more objec 
tive view of your comprehensive land 
scape theme. With the shrubs and beds 
reduced to simple basic shapes and tree 
from color distractions, planning is less 


painful and often more productive. 


new year generates a sense 


Would you refine or expand a proj- 
ect already begun, or perhaps redesign 
it to place more emphasis on outdoor 
livability? Or maybe you would prefer 
to concentrate on a more exciting range 
of colors. And how about backgrounds 
and the promise of privacy from vine 
clad trellises or rustic fencing? If your 
biggest problem is lack of sunshine, try 
to decide now whether to regain it by 
removing overgrown ornamentals or to 
experiment further with shade-toleraut 
plants. 

\n approach which often germinates 
useful ideas is a dual-column listing of 
alternatives. In your first column put 
down the names of plants, plans or 
props which turned out to be disap 
pointing in one way or another. Oppo 
entries in any likely 
improvements which to mind. 
Once you start this armchair project, 
you will be surprised how many exciting 


site these write 


come 


possibilities appear, each one suggesting 
still 
Now is also a good time to consider 
the fascinating mobility and variety to 
be gained from con- 
tainers. Large pots, formal urns, cinder 
blocks, flue tiles, redwood tubs and long 
planters are some of the more popular 
forms employed, but there is scarcely 
any limit on shape or structure. 
Container-culture can be fully as 
beneficial to the plants as to the gar- 
dener because it becomes easier to pro- 
vide special-purpose specimens with just 
what they need in the way of sun, 
shade or moisture. There is no digging 
and transplanting if a change is desired, 
just a little experimental maneuvering 


another. 


generous use of 
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month of Decisions 


F. Wauiace Patcu 
Framingham Ctr., Mass. 


<SSsg 


until the ideal spot is found. But what 
ever your winter planning may dictate 
in the way of containers, do not ignore 
the importance of a loose, open soil mix 
ture to assure good drainage, and fre- 
quent supplementary feeding. 

If a section of your yard or garden 
seems to lack character, give thought 
now to the possibility of creating a focal] 
point with a garden ornament. The se- 
cret here lies in selecting just the right 
piece, something that readily becomes a 
part of the natural surroundings rather 
than attracting too much attention to 
itself. Most often used and always in 
good taste are bird baths and sun dials, 
while more formal plantings may sug- 
gest sculptured fountains or statuary. 

Factors which most often precipitate 
a major overhaul in landscape and 
gardening layout include: 1) over- 
grown shrubs or trees too close to 
dwellings, (2) additions or alterations 
to home or adjacent property, (3) a 
new driveway, footpath or terrace and 

4) a change in the basic function of 
The latter usually develops 
children mature, re 
modifying recrea- 


grounds. 
gradually as the 
ducing traffic and 
tional requirements. 
While it is true that improvements in 
entrance approaches may assure a flat 
tering face-lifting for your home, full 
scale rejuvenation should accomplish 
much more than a new view for passing 
motorists. If you shift emphasis from 
first impressions to sustaining impres 
sions, flower gardens and shrub plant- 
ings will complement your daily living. 
The view from your home’s rear win- 
dows should offer far more than blatant 
utilities and unadorned boundaries. 
Too expensive? Not at all. An in- 
creasing number of reliable nurseries 
and garden centers now keep one or 
more qualified landscape technicians on 
their staff. During the slack winter 
months especially, they will be glad to 
supply whatever coaching you may 
need, usually at no cost beyond the 
price of plants to be purchased in the 


spring. Advance contracts to buy are 
seldom requested, since the primary aim 
is to enlist your confidence and con- 
tinued patronage. 

If you intend to begin activating your 
December decisions early by starting 
some of your own plants, this is also a 
good time to check equipment and sup- 
plies. Ordering seeds can be enjoyed 
most when you know everything you 
will need to make them grow is at hand. 
In addition to such common essentials as 
sterilized soil, sand, peat, vermiculite, 
fertilizers and plenty of flats and pots, 
perhaps you should give special atten- 
tion to two basic essentials—overhead 
lighting and bottom heat to help speed 
germination. 

Whatever the ultimate goal your 
preliminary winter steps may point up, 
bear in mind that no garden can earn 
its keep if viewing it involves effort or 
distraction. :: 
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Rose ‘lENENT 
Surrey, England 


. Glamorous blooms of a hybrid Cattleya 
2. Orchid seedlings in various stages of growth 
. Levely blooms of an Odontoglossum variety 
. Mrs. Milton Carlton enjoys a newly opened 
bloom in her greenhouse 
. Lady’s-slipper orchid, Cypripedium insigne 


Puotos—GENEREUX AND RicuMOND 
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ae that look like butterflies, 
dragons’ heads, a snake’s mouth or a 
lady’s slipper! Fly, bee and spider or- 
chids were so named for their resem- 
those There is the 


blance to insects. 


vanilla orchid whose dried pods yield the 


ORCH 


[he latter is a native of the Philippines. 
It has lovely white flowers, streaked or 
studded with purple. Another charming 
species is schilleriana, which bears nu- 


flavoring of that name, and one orchid 
Angraecum fragrans, whose leaves are 
used for a tea. These are but a few of the 
15,000 species of this intricate and 
wonderful family. 

Most elaborate of all orchids is the 
Cattleya group. Sprays of richly-colored 
mauve and purple, yellow, white or 
varying shades are seen in almost every 
florist’s window. Their natural home is 
tropical America, where they are found 
growing in the jungles from Mexico te 
Brazil. They are epiphytal orchids, 
which means they grow upon and in 
the axils of the branches of the trees, 
subsisting purely upon the vegetative 
debris that settles upon the branches. 
There is one species, however, which 
never grows upon the trees but alw ays 
upon the rocks, at an altitude of about 
3,000 feet in the mountains of Vene- 
zuela. This is Cattleya percivalliana 
which flowers from January to Febru- 
ary. The flowers are rosy-mauve, the lip 
velvety-purple with marbled and 
blotched yellow on the throat. 


Often bizarre yet delightful in color- 
ing are the Cypripediums (lady’s-slip- 
per orchids) with their waxy pouched 
blooms. They derive their name from 
the Greek Kypris, one of the names of 
Venus, and podion, meaning a little 
foot or slipper, because the lower petal 
is shaped like a shoe. There are Cypri 
pediums with green leaves and those 
mottled (or tessellated) leaves. 
include bellatulum (pretty), 
striking), macranthum (long- 

spectabile (remarkable 
venustum (charming), villosum (shag- 
gy) and superbiens (superb). 


with 
Species 
insigne 
flowering 


In China the orchid stands as the 
symbol of secluded charm because it is 
often found in deserted, shady valleys. 
For centuries the Chinese have praised 
it for its medicinal value, the variety 
used being a member of the Dendro- 
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bium family, the maroon-eyed nobile. 
Chinese orchids are usually named after 
their growers—General P’u, Judge Li’ 
and Ch’en Mengliang orchids. One of 
the most popular Chinese orchids is Fu- 
kien, with a pale green flower and pur- 
ple markings. 

Among the most beautiful orchids are 
the Phalaenopsis, or moth orchids, and 
aphrodite has been termed their queen. 


merous pink flowers. Its hybrids are 
equally attractive and long-lasting. 

Growers also give full marks to the 
Odontoglossums, particularly crispum, 
a beautiful white orchid, often suffused 
with rose. Most commercial varieties 
have crispum parentage, their 
ranging from white to cream with light 
to dark brown markings. The yellow 
varieties are rare and much sought after. 
One example is grande, popularly 
known as the clown orchid. It has beau- 
tiful waxy-yellow flowers streaked with 
brownish-purple. 

The cultivation of orchids from seed 
is a long and often tedious business. 
Twelve months must before the 
seed (so tiny it Jooks like a grain of 
pepper) is even ready to be taken from 
the pod. It is then put into a sterilized 
flask with a nutrient medium that guar- 
antees quick germination. The minia- 
ture plants are “pricked” into tiny pots 
and each one labeled with its category 
in the pedigree book. When John Dom- 
iny, a well-known gardener of the 19th 
century, produced the first five Cattleya 
hybrids, he had no record of the parents 
because he forgot to note them at the 


colors 


pass 


time of cross-pollination. 


The first register of orchid hybrids 
was produced in 1895, to be followed 
ten years later with an edition contain- 
ing 3,500 names. Today it contains all 
registered orchid hybrids produced 
throughout the world. 

Although the fascinating business of 
breeding a new shade of color or a 
complex hybrid is undoubtedly a task 
for professionals, anyone with a heated 
greenhouse can cultivate orchids, and 
thousands of amateurs derive pleasure 
from these exotic flowers every day. 

The most easily grown orchid is the 
Cymbidium (so-called because the lip is 
concave ). One spike can carry up to 20 
flowers, each about four inches across. 
Lasting up to ten weeks on the plant, 
or six weeks when cut, the flowers are 
suitable for boutonnieres, bouquets and 
corsages. The range of coloring is won- 
derful—-white, pink, green, bronze, old 
gold, pale red, in fact every color except 
blue. 

Cymbidiums will stand a temperature 
of 45° in winter, and if the plants and 
their surroundings are kept bone dry, 
they will survive at 39°. Thus, no arti- 
ficial heat is necessary from May until 
the end of September, and then only 
enough to keep out frost. Odontoglos- 
sums are also coo] house orchids, al- 
though they do require a slightly higher 
winter night temperature, the safe min- 
imum being 52°. Cattleyas and Cypri- 
pediums like a warmer night tempera- 
ture, the lowest they will tolerate is 

a3 

Orchids require a little top ventila- 
tion, providing the greenhouse tempera- 
ture is 65° or over. It is better to open 
the ventilators wide in warm weather 
rather than leave a door of the green- 
house open. Use ventilation on the 
sheltered side only, as orchids dislike 
drafts. They also require good drain- 
age; therefore, it is advisable to stand 
the plants on inverted pots on a stage 
covered with ashes or gravel. 

From April to September orchids re- 
quire a large amount of water—one 
gallon for five to seven plants. Water 
approximately once every five days 
(Cattleyas twice a week) soaking thor- 
oughly and letting the water run over 
the edge of the pot. Do not dip the 
plants in a bucket of water as this tends 
to expel the air from the compost, leav- 
ing it soggy. The sphagnum moss on top 
of the compost is an excellent guide be- 
cause when it is bright green, the plants 
are sufficiently watered, but if it is 
grayish-white the plants should be wa- 
tered immediately. It is best to use rain 
water. Never water a wet plant. 

With the approach of fall, watering 
should be done only once a week, and 
in winter the plants will go for longer 
intervals because of the cold. :: 
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Discover the Flavor Magic 


of HERES 


Mint 


<> f 
> 
lc 


Doris E. STEBBINS 


S. Coventry, Conn. 


, 
Herss—those fragrant little 
that work magic in your cooking have 
a history of such splendor that they 
should be treated with respect and awe. 
They have stepped out of the pages of 
the Bible itself; their ancestors grew in 
the faraway lands that touch the Medi- 
terranean—Ancient Egypt, Jerusalern, 
Greece and Babylon. They have graced 
the tables of kings and nobles, and their 
gentle cure has soothed the fever of 
many a baby in both high and humble 


le aves 


estate. 

In the old Greek legend, the elderly 
Baucis rubbed her dinner table with 
fresh green mint before she set it for 
Jupiter and Mercury. It is also possible 
that the memorable table at the Last 
Supper may have known fresh mint 
from the river banks. Maybe there were 
gifts of herbs with the silver and gold 
treasures the Wise Men lay at the feet 
of the Christ Child on that starlit night 
so long ago. 

Herbs are mentioned often in the 
sible. They were used to pay tithes, 
clean the temples and Mary anointed 
Jesus’ feet with “spikenard, very costly” 

more of that precious herb was used 
on the day of His burial. 


Vy 


Tarragon 


Just as they flavored the wines, bread 
and fish of the ancients, herbs are flav- 
oring our foods today, and gourmets are 
finding more and more uses for them as 
they prepare new dishes. A tossed salad 
just isn’t a salad without a hint of ore- 
gano, crushed mint and parsley. And it 
has grown customary to rub the salad 
bowl with garlic before tossing the 
greens. 

Minced dill and chives sprinkled 
over summer squash slices in the frying 
pan give them that added “something” 
that calls for seconds. The addition of 
sage or a blend of herbs in poultry sea- 
soning makes the holiday turkey some 
thing special, and chopped chives or 
parsley add color and taste to creamed 
soups and mashed potatoes. If using 
dried herbs, rubbing them fine in your 
palms enhances the flavor and makes 
them least noticeable in food. 

For soup or stew, 1 tsp. each of pars- 
ley or chervil, thyme, borage leaves and 
sweet marjoram to 2 quarts of liquid 
may be used. Tie the herbs in a cheese 
cloth bag and drop in the stew, remov- 
ing after 30-45 minutes. 

Rosemary is good with chicken, as is 
chervil or parsley, summer savory and 
basil. Leafy herbs may be sprinkled over 
roasts, chops or hot vegetables; and 
parsley flakes do wonders for buttered 
egg noodles with grated Parmesan 
cheese. 

Make your own country sausage as 

follows: to 3 Ibs. ground pork blades 
or any inexpensive pork cuts) add 2 
cups bread crumbs, 1 tsp. salt, 1 tbsp. 
each of sage, basil and summer savory, 
and 2 cups canned drained tomatoes. 
Mix well, pack into a tin and slice off 
to fry. 

For veal pot pie, cut 2 Ibs. shoulder 
veal into small pieces. Add 4 slices salt 
pork (cut into small pieces) and 1 
tbsp. each of rosemary, sweet marjoram 
and summer savory. Boil mixture five 
minutes, then simmer until tender. 
Serve with hot dumplings. (Vegetables 
may be added. 

Sprinkle salmon steaks with chopped 
chives, parsley and lemon juice before 
placing them under the broiler; sprin- 
kle oven-fried chicken with rosemary. 

Herbs are useful in canning or pre- 
serving. They come to the rescue for 
winter-weary appetites tired of ordinary 
canned vegetables and fruits. Use lemon 
basil, chervil or summer savory with 
peas; chervil or dill for tiny carrots; 
rosemary for green beans; dill, fennel or 
tarragon for baby beets; sweet basil with 
tomatoes; angelica for rhubarb, and 
mint, anise or rose geranium for apple- 
sauce or pears. 

see page 618 
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Letters to Editor 


from page 595 


Arrangements Fill a Need 

Dear Editor—I look forward each month 
HorTIcuLtTurE. To answer 
the choice of flower arrange- 
during the summer 
need when 


to receiving 
Miss Nutting 
illustrations 

particularly, fills a 
flowers are used for decorating purposes. 
The beautiful photography and true color 
part of the magazine 


ment 
months 


printing make this 
outstanding. 


Wan. R. Collingswood, N.J. 


JONI Ss. 





Editors Note from all parts 
of the country indicates a strong desire 
to continue the color flower arrangé¢ 
Therefore, a new arrangement 
1962. As 


Re sponse 


ments. 
series will begin in March, 


before, the Editors will strive to pre- 
sent stimulating, imaginative de signs 
which best typify the many creative 


facets of this art form. 
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The Ideal eer Gift .. 
IN THE MASSACHUSETTS HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY 


VA Twelve issues of HORTICULTURE 


Y A ticket to the Spring Show, with a private showing for members 
ZY A ticket to the Harvest and Chrysanthemum Show 

Y Reduceci rates on Show tickets purchased in advance 

Y Use of the Society's Library, by mail if you wish 


, 
V Consultant service with horticultural experts 


Y Admission with a guest to all lectures 


Y Participation in the annual Garden Tour with guests 


Y/Y Classes in gardening at reduced rates 





on em 





A FULL YEAR MEMBERSHIP 


ae 


mt — — 
THE MASSACHUSETTS HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY 


There’s Room for Both 
Dear Editor—We were pleased with the 
flower arrangements in recent issues of 
HorTICULTURE, especially those in color. 
We hope you will continue with them. 
Some of us can practice flower arrange- 
ments but can not go far with gardening 
due to lack of space. There seems to be 
room for illustrations of both flower ar- 
rangements and flowers and shrubs. 
Mrs. THomas E. MapIGcan, 
Ware, Mass. 


Keep Horticulture Well Balanced 

Dear Editor I am interested in 
horticulture due to my training as an ac- 
credited flower show judge, I read and en- 
jiov your fine magazine. Naturally the illus- 
trations of flower arrangements are espe- 
cially interesting to me. Miss Nutting must 
realize that a good flower arranger 
needs knowledge of growing to more fully 
accomplish a good arrangement. The two 
go hand in hand. Please do not eliminate 
flower arrangement pictures but keep Hor- 
TICULTURE the well baianced publication 


Because 


it is. 
Mrs. Tracy G. Cook, Toledo 15, Ohio 








SONG BIRDS FLOCK TO AMERICA’S 
MOST FUNCTIONAL FEEDER 
Complete your garden or patio with this 
beautiful transparent Plexiglas feeder. It will 

provide hours of education and relaxation 
Customers tell us of the many compliments 

Your Year-round 

Makes 


from neighbors and friends. 

Feed-O-Rama is impervious to weather 

a fine gift. Write for free literature 
THE DILLEY MANUFACTURING CO. 
1653 Doan Avenue, Cleveland 12. Ohio 
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HORTICULTURE 
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Mrs. Artruur P. TEELE 
Boston, Mass. 


Informal 
Arrangement 


FS ogm 
o OS®. 

oF Ise 

ie a ‘3 


f(D. 
EAD 


is 


Whaat 


.” Della Robbia ¢ 


Formal 


Arrangement 


RECENTLY a garden club member in a 


southern state wrote to a friend in 
Vermont asking her how to make Del 
la Robbia What are they?’ 
she inquired. So another letter from 
Vermont came to Massachusetts asking 
for help on this subject. Since many 
so-called Della Robbia wreaths seen in 


( losely 


wreaths 


flower shows do not resemble 
the work of this family of artists it may 
them and what 


be timely to discuss 


they did. 


Robbia 1400-1482 

his nephew, Andrea (1455-1525) and 
Andrea’s son, Giovanni (born 1469 
SC ulptors in Florence, Italy, not 


Chey 


Luca Della 


wert 
modelled bas re 
terra cotta of 
annunciations, nativities 


They also produced in the 


makers 
clay 


wreath 
sacred 
and 


liets in 
subjects, 
idorations 
medium the virtues such as tem 
portraits and 
glazed in white and 
metallic glazes 


Same 


perance, and coats of 
These were 


using the 


arms 
colors same 
employed for majolica, and like majoli 


ca were fired in ovens 


These bas-relief pictures were not al 
Some arched ob 
| and horizontal rectang 
horizontal half while 
others had asymmetrical backgrounds 
For most of these, frames were sculp 
kinds of fruit, 
There were m 


wavs circular were 


longs, vertic: 


les and circles 


tured depicting many 
vegetables or flowers 

examples of such garlands in Italy in 
the fifteenth century. Frequently they 
were carved on the stone sarcophagi of 
Roman citizens. A few still exist today. 
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The Della Robbias divided 99% of 
the garlands on their frames into sec- 
varying in num 
In the circu- 


tions of equal length, 
ber from six to nineteen. 
lar frames the plant material was ar 
ranged to point clockwise or counter 
clockwise. Each section was made of one 
kind of fruit, vegetable or flowers with 
foliage. All three artists had 
the habit of inserting a blossom 
or two here and there in 


with no apparent rhyme or reason. 


its own 
lone 


this section 


Luca who originated the art, at 
tended personally with meticulous care 
to every detail of the modelling, glazing 
and firing of his works. He never used 
molds for any part of his bas-reliefs ex 
cept for the architectural moldings used 
to outline the garlands. Luca was the 
only Della Robbia who worked with 
both marble and bronze. He was the 
sculptor of the Singing Boys carved for 
the choir gallery of the Duomo in Flor 
ence, and of the bronze doors for its 
baptistery. 


Luca had three different 
creating his garlanded frames. In one 
design he filled the frame from its in- 
edge with informal ar 
fruits, 
were 


stvles for 


ner to outer 
rangements of 
flowers. The leaves 
one direction in the round 
parallel directions in the arched ob- 
longs, and in several ways in differently 


vegetables or 
pointing in 
frames, in 


shaped pictures. 


In another fashion he used only 
three fruits, vegetables or flowers of the 


same size in each frame section. These 


Cluster 
Ornament 


were arranged more formally with their 
foliage in an equilateral triangle with 
one apex pointing In the same direction 
is the leaves and the fruit. This style 
is called “in triplex” by authoritative 
writers on the Della Robbias. No stems 
showed in the first two designs. 

In his third style Luca borrowed 
from the cluster ornament of the Ro 
[he stylized clusters forming the 
fruit or 


mans. 
garlands were composed of 
flowers with their leaves, , but 
their stems became part of the design. 
[his was a more open pattern which 
allowed some of the frame’s background 
to show. The sections were separated by 
narrow leaves set straight across the 
frame. The stem ends were fastened to 
the stems of the next cluster. 


here 


| uca’s 
experts 
one ce 


Andrea copied all three of 
designs for his garlands and 
cannot always decide which 
signed a garland. Luca’s glazes were al 
ways the best—a help in identifying a 
work in question. Andrea did introduce 
one new element, the small angels’ heads 
inside the garlands around the pictures 
These were made with molds. He could 
change the expressions of the angels’ 
faces while the clay was still wet. An 
drea had a talent for sculpture but it 
never equalled Luca's. 

Giovanni was a poorer sculptor and 
his glazes were inferior. He and Andrea 
used molds so often they turned the 
workshop of the fine artist, Luca, into 
a factory making reproductions and 
eventually the demand for these soon 


ceased. :: 
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CHRISTMAS Boo ‘ 


1. MODERN INDOOR 
GARDENING 


95c 


avid herb 


3. HERBS AND THE EARTH 


by Henry Beston Mr. Beston is 
3 poet which explains why this 


grower as we! $s 
e is full of information for the 


delightful small volum 


herb grower as well as the gourmet 


4. FLORAL ART FOR 
PLEASURE 


by Alice Bunbury 
of the whys and hows 


most pleasing presentation 
»f arranging flowers and the 
the arrangement and the 
has set 


relationship between 


container. Alice Bunbury Australian 


forth some interesting ideas for our flower ar- 


rangers to muse Over 


5. DECORATION FOR 
CHRISTMAS 


by Grace Bok modest book that has a 


er Ray 
yable information for all who enjoy 


iIth of val 


6. ALL ABOUT BEGONIAS $4.95 


by Bernice Brilmayer A needed volume. None 
has appeared for years, and with continued hy- 
bridizing, the number of begonia cultivars is well 
into hundreds. Cultural directions are especially 


valuable. 


HORTICULTURE'’S BOOK DEPT. DC. 


300 Mass. Avenue, Boston 15, Massachusetts 


Please send books circled to me. 


Please send books 
tached to this order blank 


Name.....-+ 


Street 


December 1961 


ircled direct to my friends whose addresses are at- 


7. HOW TO MAKE MONEY 
FROM YOUR HOME 
GREENHOUSE.........$5.95 


hulz Miss Schulz speaks from ex 


perience wh makes this a desirable publicatior 


All the int ite little details will be found here 


thereby preventing errors by those who are new at 


yreenhouse growing 


8. TAYLOR’S ENCYCLOPEDIA OF 
GARDENING 


by Norman Taylor This current edition appeared 
and has been received with enthusiasm 
insists 


last year 
Norman Taylor is an exacting author wh> 


vrate details. It is aready volume reference 


ypona 
that should be at every gardener’s elbow. 


9. GARDENING, FORCING, 
CONDITIONING, AND DRYING 
FOR FLOWER 


ARRANGEMENTS $3.95 


by Arno and Irene Nehrling A compendium of 


terse factual information for the gardener as well 


as the flower arranger. 


10. MODERN ART IN FLOWER 
ARRANGEMENTS $4.50 


This book is highly re- 
there can be no 


by Emma H. Cyphers 
garded by flower arrangers 
better recommendation. 


11. PRUNING MADE EASY. .$2.95 
by Edwin F: Steffek In this small volume Mr. 
Steffek has 
pruning and the results that 


clearly presented the reasons for 
can be expected by 


proper handling of woody plants. 


12. PLANT PRUNING IN 
PICTURES weno ee $4.95 


by Montague Free Mr. Free is a top gardener 
who writes from experience. He has done an ad- 
mirable job of clearly and simply presenting 
through drawings and photographs, the reasons 
for pruning plants of all types 


13. DAHLIAS........ $1.25 


by Stuart Ogg This is an English publication, but 
it is applicable to conditions in this country and 
ontains just the information needed to re-crouse 


eeeeee 


the interest in growing dahlias. Culture and varie- 


ties are discussed freely 


14. GARDEN PLANTS 
IN COLOR 


by Henry Skinner If you wish to give your gor- 
dening friend a par excellence publication, then 
Plants in expensive, 


hoose Garder Color. It is 


but worth every cent. The color is excellent, and the 


book layout makes it simple to find any tree or 


shrub desired 


15. GARDEN FLOWERS 
IN COLOR 


y Daniel J. F A helpful book still in demand 


-y 
The colored illustrations are superb and the discus- 


tions on varieties and culture are concise 


$4.50 


The story of the Christmas tree 
through its development in 


16. THE CHRISTMAS TREE 


by Daniel J. Foley 
from its first conceptior 
different 
words and pictures. 


ountries is delightfully presented in 


17. FLOWER ARRANGEMENTS 
IN COLOR 


by Violet Stevenson Beautiful arrangements 


olor presented according to seasons. Each is 


lucidly discussed 


18. HERBS, HOW TO GROW THEM 
AND USE THEM........$3.50 


by Helen N. Webster — A revision of Miss Web 
ster's popular and useful book. You will like it. 


Gartening, 


Order Books 1 5 6 7 
by Number 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 


Check or 


money order enclosed. 


Books sent postage free 
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IDEAL CHRISTMAS GIFT.... 


RITICULTURE 


eA merica’s ~Authentic Garden Magazine 


LET SANTA SAY “MERRY CHRISTMAS” AND YOUR FRIENDS WILL ENJOY IT EVERY MONTH OF THE YEAR 





34 .00 PERSONALIZED GiFT CARD 


A special personalized gift card, which we will sign for you as 

: a oe you direct, will be sent to each of your Gift Subscriptions. Just 
> ; 7 

12 COLORFUL ISSUES fill out and mail the convenient Order Blanks on the opposite 

; wo ale page, and your Gift Subscriptions to HORTICULTURE will be on 

75 DAZZLING COLOR PLATES can ae 











ENCYCLOPEDIC GARDEN HERE’S WHAT YOU GIVE YOUR FRIENDS 


INFORMAT ION You give 12 months of enjoyable reading about the hobby 
closest to their hearts—gardening. Authentic articles (over 500 
. pages) on all phases of gardening, hundreds of photographs, 

SECOND SUBSCRIPTION $3.00 scores in FULL NATURAL COLOR! 


HORTICULTURE is a constant reminder of your thoughtful. 


ness and friendship; a gift that lasts long afte« ordinary ones 


ADDITIONAL SUBSCRIPTION $2.06 
are worn out or forgotten 


Shop from your easy chair. Avoid the crowded shopping con- 
ditions and p.rking problems. Put HORTICULTURE at the top 


of your gift-shopping list—for friends and relatives 


There is no better, no more inexpensive, no more intelligent 
way to wish your friends '‘Merry Christmas’’ than with a gift 
subscription to HORTICULTURE ... The ‘'Green Thumb. 


ers’’’ Companion .. . America’s Authentic Garden Magazine. 


HORTICULTORE 


‘= 
Cl . 
Ree i 


Order Your 
Christmas Gift Subscriptions Today! 


Fillin the order blank on opposite page and mail today. Please print 
complete names and addresses. Use separate sheet if you need 
additional space. You may renew or enter your own subscription at 
these money saving rates if you wish. 


HORTICULTURE 





ONE-YEAR GIFT SUBSCRIPTION 


Send to 


» 
> 


HORTICULTURE 


America's Authentic Garden Magazine 


Se a ae 


ort 


This great gardener’s magazine, so ful! of 


t 


color, so full of good gardening sense, will 
give your friends 365 days of delightful 


enjoyment. 


THE PERFECT PERSONALIZED CHRISTMAS GIFT 
FOR— 


SOR TCL 1 CBB oT CBR OF 


e@ YOUR FAMILY 


CR by CO ork 


YOUR FRIENDS 


eB 
BE oy Pan 


ONE-YEAR GIFT SUBSCRIPTION 


~s 


YOUR ASSOCIATES 


7 
ey 


YOUR DOCTOR 


D7 
C2 


YOUR’ HOST 


ie 7 CR 7 CR by 


ANNIVERSARIES 


ONE-YEAR GIFT SUBSCRIPTION 


POON b.ccdcdeneacasentdce : 


BIRTHDAYS 


> 
ora ork 


ahs 
TC 


HORTICULTURE 


rt 


on your gift-shopping list are 


> 
oC ork 


e it is one of America’s greatest pastime: ONE-YEAR GIFT SUBSCRIPTION 


slatives what better gift could you pos 


to HORTICULTURE? Send 10. cccccccccvcecevesocecece ; 


rt 


TC oC 8 


sift for only half price! We'll send your 


mcing your gift of HORTICULTURE 


7 


a> 
a 


FIRST GIFT SUBSCRIPTION 


or 


SECOND SUBSCRIPTION 


Lae or Ce & 


ADDITIONAL SUBSCRIPTIONS 
RENEW } my own personal 


or subscription along 
ENTER with this order 


¥ 


07 Cm 


HORTICULTURE 


300 MASSACHUSETTS AVE. BOSTON 15, MASS, #} Total Amount Enclosed $ 


ees 


December IL!'1 
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triguing art, has many facets 
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4 Valuable Contribution 


Our GarpEeN HERITAGE 


H wealth of cultural, nostalgic 


id historical information culled from arti 


! bulletins of th 


appearcad in 
America. Subjects rang 


ics which 
Garden Club of 
trom planning a garden to pruning, water 
devoted t 
trees 


ng and layering. Sections ar 
flora, wildflowers 

shrubs and vines. Bulbs 
and mulches are thoroughly touched upon 
The book is tastfully 
impressive full color 
masters as Redoute 
Garden Heritage is 
to the gardening world 


' 
regional ferns, 


innuals, biennials 
illustrated with 12 


prints from such 


Edwards. Our 


ind 
an inspiring contribu 


tion 


612 


Color and Culture Tops! 


WILDFLOWERS OF NORTH 
R. §. Lemmon and C. C. ] 
er House, N.Y 280 pp 
More than 400 full color illustrations 
North 
in sharp, breathtaking natural color 


(\mrERICA / 
hnson, Har 


$9.95 


American wildflowers are presentc« 
Thi 
is a major presentation of excellent photog 
raphy and painstaking plant hunting. Th 
book is divided parts: th 

yastal region, deserts of the Southwest, the 
and the 


into five basic 


mountains, the prairies woods 


j 
] 


s 


Each section contains dozens of indigenous 


in peak bloom aivng with 
brief, text. Seldom 
xcellent work and 
plant information been wed in such effec 


wildflowers 


explanatory has suct 


color tcrse, factua 


tive harmony. 


1 


! 
| 





New Look At Heredity 


CeL_t HeERED 


pments in genctics s 


Ss many as the art 
authors treat the sci 


oday 


nec 
within 
findings. Concepts 
if key 


that the reader easily 


experiments 
ssed in such a 

ehends and is able to evaluate 
book for th 
rfic‘al sh 
Cell H 
work writt 
tram ft reteren 


way 

and 
This is not a 

interested in 


rinciples of her 


sup 
dity 
scholarly, incisiv 


acm 


How 


\ Frurr is Born b 

Noailles, St rling 

111] pp. $2.50 

Another in the Natur 
iimed at explaining the complicated m« 
hanics of Nature, A Fruit Is Born is 
indeed worthy of th ffort. Without 
doubt the expert quality of the black 
vhite photographs and labeled drawings of 
book a we nd I 
ful gift for an inquiring child. With words 
ind pictures 137 of them th 
taken through garden and field to see the 
many steps in fruit production which b 


Fruit Grows 


Sterling Series 


and 


lant components make the 


reader is 


ins with planting and on through growth 


lower, fruit and finally harvest. 


Humor And Horse Sense 


T HIN Tne | 
ITIZENS by Pieter W. | 
Co., 255 pr. $4.75 


= ret 


luHe NATURAL 
Irs ¢ 
Ma 
There is a quict serenity and communion 


ith Nature 1 


experienced when standing in 
1 quiet forest glade or 


AND 
sburgh, 


AND 


millan 


beside a stream of 

watcr Philosophy 
to face with Natur: 
so do s humor Pieter Fosburgh, 
The New York Stat 
from 1946 to 1956 has collected and r 
vrittcen a 


turbulent, whit runs 
and 
editor of 


Conservationist 


rich when fac 


series of stories about country 
life, some of which originally appearcd un 
der byline in the 
these he has added a new group of articles 
to round out the field. He 
ind with humor and presents a feeling of 
good, about 
that will appeal to every intelligent Natur: 
Open‘the book at any page and read 
and profit 


his Conservationist. To 
writes knowinglys 
conscrvation 


common sens 


lover 


with pl asure 
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Veronica M. Quist 


Spring Valley, N.Y. 


T no Lg 
lis CATALOG time.’.... 


Time 
to 
choose — 


seeds 
bulbs 
plants 
irees 
shrubs 


No LONGER do January doldrums 
set in after the holiday season for 
with the new year, spring cata- 
logs arrive. Their enticing pic- 
tures and descriptions make 
spring seem closer, and we 
dream of things to be. 

These attractive books come 
when gardeners have time to 
study them, to select and order 
seeds and plants for spring de- 
livery and planting. They are not 
only order books, but contain 
subject matter for countless 
pleasant hours. 


see next six pages 





CATALOGS BULBS 


o © © 


Today’s catalogs contain a wide assortment of facts. “DEEP FREEZE” LILIES 


Tv » - : : : ‘ : Now for the first time: Northern Grown 
They include interesting items on plants, complete in Sie: Gant Gl Maes te ome aledts. Taaae 
structions for planting and care, suggestions for land- ae Sy Sa ae Cee, Se ee 





scaping, information on related subjects and other factual BEAUTIFUL CATALOG 25¢_ 
: . , ; r : *¢ BLACKTHORNE GARDENS 
material for permanent reference. You will learn if a plant 48 Geinee Gieant, Wethench, Wien. 


needs sun or shade, when it blooms, whether it is fragrant, 


its soil perference, its height and ways of using it in the GREEN GLADIOLUS 
garden. Old favorites as well as new introductions are Also browns and unusual kinds as well as the 
° best and newest of all colors. Send 25¢ for 
listed. see next page the world’s best gladiolus color catalog and 

” my fall price list and my big 1962 catalog 
issued in January. See the famous Baerman 
Strain 











CHAMPLAIN VIEW GARDENS 
Elmer Gove Box H Burlington, Vermont 


32 pages with hundreds of varieties shown and de- 
scribed. Tips on culture, and special offers too. Send 


BULBS FOR INDOOR GROWING 25: for your copy today. 


Ready in January 














Send for Our Illustrated Catalog SWAN ISLAND DAHLIAS Box 901H = 


“Beauty From Bulbs” 
NURSERY STOCK 











John Scheepers, Inc. 


Flower Bulb Specialists Write for your 
37 Wall Street, New York 5, N.Y. lg 
FREE 1962 


GERANIUM 
NEW 1962 CATALOG GUIDE 


68 Pages—Full Color Scores of special offers . . . hundreds 

: of Geraniums and house plants .. . low 

The lates? ead best in mail order prices. Satisfaction guaran- 
SEEDS—PLANTS—BULBS teed—since 1919. Write now! 


Selected for discriminating gardeners. WILSON BRO ‘oon Se 


A reference book you'll want to keep. 
50¢ deductible on first order. 
Dept. C. 


wind LV, the | pn Slag pe se gr 
a arate Sa CLEMATIS GARDEN GUIDE! 


BREE COPY-WRITE TODAY 
* ' 72> yws he ot cades of cc your rder 
ees NURSERIES, INC. Phones: BArclay 7-6138 & 7829 all summer elie Atsameaa's tan Naat ever 


SELBYVILLE, DELAWARE blooming vines. St 1 offer: one plant eacl 

D » = and blue flowering varieties—all sent 

est lanting time, only $5.38 postpaid. Writs 
lay 


JAMES |. GEORGE & SON, INC., Fairport A-121, N.Y 
































‘ —_—_—_—.. 
20 | 
' NEW JAPANESE IRIS, DAYLILIES, 


MILLION & 
j POPPIES, LILIES 

TREES al All illustrated in natural colors in our 1962 

' = Catalogs. SEND 50¢ NOW FOR YOUR COPY. 


‘<<: and planting guide = a | Milict Mar 


Box 38-H-12, Boring, Oregon 








Musser Forests offers the largest selection of quality trees at a 


Price made possible through efficient, large quantity production. Pa ‘ 
Our illustrated catalog includes wholesale listings and many ‘ , New WILDFLOWER CATALOG 


valuable specials—Evergreen Seedlings and Transplants, Hard- rite for Putney Nursery's new Spring catalog 
~ te - » scialize in native, hardy Wildflowers, Trees, 
Shrubs, Perennials and Herbs. 1962 catalog mailed 


wood, Fruit, Flowering, Ornamental and Shade Trees, Shrubs, Tan (oot one Pewsey tne | 
; ~ Oats | n January 
Azaleas and Rhododendron. Also much valuable information on cae anal in Vermont, It's Hardy" 


planting and a guide for Christmas Tree growers. PUTNEY NURSERY, INC. 
Box 130H Putney, Vermont 


START PLANNING NOW!... ORDER EARLY _ eee) 


Please send 1962 illustrated Catalog ome 2.44 4 Big New 
MUSSER Print name and address clearly | Flower Catalog 


© R § t g a* Pee Featuring fabulous new Hybrid Flower 
F E — Ba ; Varieties, Shrubs, Trees gyre 
P in natural, glowing color! Join over 

-t 900,000 satisfied customers and know- 


Sex ai Address kling ing gardeners who demand the NEW 
ideas, and SUPERIOR in horticulture. Write 























today for big Spring Catalog— 


INDIANA, PA. | LAKELAND NURSERIES SALES 





Dept. P-76 Garden City, N. Y. 
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CATALOGS 


A number of companies send 
a catalog in the spring and an- 
other in the fall each listing stock 
to be ordered during that season. 
Bulb companies may issue one in 
the summer and fill orders for 


<> <4) «¢> 


fall planting. 
Besides 
houses and nurserymen sell per- 


seeds, mail-order 


ennials, sma}l decorative trees, 
shade trees, fruit trees, berry 
bushes, shrubs, bulbs, house 
plants, insecticides, sprayers, 
equipment for garden and lawn 
maintenance, fertilizers and bird 
food and feeders. 

Veteran gardeners prefer buy- 
ing from catalogs or through 
nurserymen rather than from 
bargain centers operating on a 
daily or weekly basis. They know 
materials will be properly la- 
beled, well-packaged and accom- 
panied by accurate planting in- 
structions. If failure results, or 
damage occurs during shipment, 
reputable firms and nurserymen 
will replace the article or find an 
arrangement suitable to the 
customer. 

Catalogs are a wonderful help 
in searching for the unusual. Less 
common plants may be listed in 
small print or in a separate sec- 
tion. You may send for catalogs 
from dealers specializing in un- 
usual plants, or obtain lists com- 
piled by collectors of odd and 
rare species. It is interesting to 
experiment with seeds, plants or 
bulbs you haven't tried before. 
And it’s fun to try the novelties 
offered. 

A number of dealers specialize 
and issue books featuring roses, 
lilies, iris, hemerocallis, bulbs, 
house plants and wild flowers. 
Their catalogs list available va- 
rieties and give instructions for 
their culture. Some explain prop- 
agation methods and _ include 
suggestions for hybridizing. 

After many tests and trials, 
new seeds and plants are offered 
to the public each year. They 
may be entirely new or an im- 


see next page 
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plants 
of the 
future ’..in 


Wayside’s catalog... TODAY 


This is unmistakably the most useful, most mag- 
nificent garden catalog ever conceived and pub- 
lished gust for every gardener who wants 
a garden of choice things he can be proud of. 
There's an almost unbelievable selection of new, 
rare and unusual introductions to choose from. 
Indeed, many of the spectacular new items in 
Wayside’s wonderful catalog have walked away 
with top honors at leading horticultural shows 
both here and abroad and they will perform 
with equal vigor in your garden. You'll also dis- 
cover that Wayside’s catalog is invaluable as a 
reference book, one you will consult again and 
again because it contains more dependable cul- 
tural directions and helpful information than 
many garden books. 

New DWARF PASTEL CANNAS 
Fabulous new low growing cannas .. . the first 
truly dwarf varieties to date. Compact, 214 to 3 
ft. plants bloom all summer long, producing im- 
mense flower trusses in soft, pleasing shades of 
shell pink, yellow to Chinese coral. Foliage is 
neat and lustrous. Stunning in tubs for porch, 
terrace or roof garden decoration. 

wer , 
_¢ Primrose Yellow 


CORNUS 
KOUSA 


Chinensis 


Milky Way 
The dazzling beauty of this 
superb new Chinese Dog- 
wood is almost unbelievable. 
It's the loveliest and hardiest 
small specimen tree you've 
ever grown! 





New GYPSOPHILA, Pink Star 
You'll be enchanted with this lovely new Aus- 
tralian ‘Baby's Breath” that blooms in unbeliev- 
able profusion from June until frost. Large, 
double pink flowers on wiry stems present a 
magical filmy effect in the border and flower gar- 
den. Pink Star will add a professional tcuch to 
your flower arrangements, it’s a great improve- 
ment over the old “Baby's Breath” so popular 
with florists. 
New CORNUS KOUSA, “Milky Way” 

The snowy white magnificence of this new Ori- 
ental beauty is certain to capture your heart. Its 
exquisite, waxy white, star-shaped flowers often 
measure 6 inches across. In June, the graceful 
branches are completely covered with thousands 
of dazzling white flowers that remain in excel- 
lent condition for a month or more. “Milky 
Way” flowers more extravagantly, is much hard- 
ier and flourishes where other Dogwoods refuse 
to grow. Plant one this Spring— you'll love it, 


SEND FOR THE WORLD’S FINEST 
HORTICULTURAL BOOK-CATALOG 


To get your copy of the most complete garden 
catalog ever compiled, please enclose $1.00 with 
your request, to cover postage and handling costs 
of this heavy book. Nothing can compare with 
sts magnificent selection of rare and unusual new 
things. 256 pages, with hundreds of true-color 
illustrations and helpful cultural directions. 


89 MENTOR AVE., MENTOR, OHIO 
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000 CATALOGS 


proved strain of one already on the market. New vege- L 000 IDEAS 


tables may be tastier, require less time to mature, grow 
larger in size (or smaller as the case may be) and have for your new gorden... 
arge e smaller « > case mi >) ave 

a wnt in INTER-STATES 1962 
better keeping qualities. SPRING CATALOG! ' 


Flowers are offered in new colors and hardier strains, 
2€t your persona y America nost excit 


have greater resistance to disease, produce more bloom 
, ‘ ng garden book 4 rful pages of flowers 
and show -improved form and growth habit. shrubs, trees, fruits. Featuring new All America 
. . > ‘ . R lad plus me other r 
You can pursue a hobby in the form of a collection of roses Giads ~ Mums, persian ys be celiias 


deas for 


see next page 


orges 


GIANT EARLY o\ ea JAMBUR 


TOMATO 


New giant from Minnesota 
ripens with Earliana ! 


NURSERY STOCK New! Paul Bunyan ap INTER “STATE NURSERIES 


Big, and early, too! 

Heavy yields from com- 

pact plants. Solid 10 to 

14-oz. fruits are white 
eos. nts apples when “green”, resist sun- 78 
oon Teoe scald, Scarlet when ripe. FREE Color Catalog! 
S1 AR tk Dw: a Tres s no Write for Free Catalog. Describes newest vegetables, 

fruits, flowers, shrubs. 


yard orchard riot « 
yloesoms in the ing, 
veautiful all ye armer 
quick fruit crops oft Seed & Nursery 
at two years , 19 NE. 16th, Faribault, Minn 





» nine trees in plot only 


Write for Stark FruitTree 


and Landscape — SS THE WORLD’S FINEST . 

;' English Holly Ideal for Christmas 

CATALOG FREE » I R H oO D oO D E N D R Oo N Ss Send it to friends as gifts and use it for your own home 
‘ HARDY HYBRID AZALEAS decorating. Oregon holly is tops in quality! Long branches 


Shows dosens of U. S. Patente 
Leaders in Standard and Dw —* : Catalog describes and illustrates one of the nation’s °"efully_selected for perfection, filled with bright scarlet 
Fruit Trees. (Also famous Stark j  ‘argest collections of choice hybrids, alt sizes. Larger Dei"iex Shipped freukly cu, rected se bev coe Not 
irnamentais, Roses, Shrubs, ete o~ = ants udde or sprin i 4 uring ic clu di m b 
Write today for FREE Catalog ’ Catalog spring bloom. Send 10 Cents for box foam holly holder for arrangements, 
- : Packed in gift boxes oe at or 

MAKE EXTRA MONEY IRVING B. LINCOLN No. 1 box 20x9x4....... $3.5 

k for J Sales | i 

ws how to make extra money 637 N.W. Skyline Crest, Portland 1, Oregon ~ : — | + $e Le = ay. 


king orders in spare time | cemate _ $3.06 . 
Send for iMustrated folder 
N. VAN HEVELINGEN, Growers 
Box 5076-H PORTLAND 13, OREGON 











- 4262 
STARK BRO 's _Loursiana, enesouns UNUSUAL HARDY PLANTS, HOLLIES and 


Stark Bro’s Nurseries, Dept. 4262 Louisiana, Missouri DWARF RHODODENDRONS 
Rush 1962 Edition of Stark COLOR CATALOG...FREE! r Little Tree World \ new era for 
«.. os riplive 


ARBOR-WAY NURSERIES, INC. 


South Lincoln, Mass. 











HE HOME OF RARE TREES 





KRIDER NURSERIES 
Box 961 Middlebury, Ind 
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FIRST OFFERING 


Three New 
Garden Chrysanthemums for 1962 


Originated by Ernest Colprit 





BRIMFIELD GARDENS NURSERY 
245 Brimfield Road Wethersfield 9, Conn ae ' ‘ : ” e 
NEW PLANTS FOR 1962 


SsNOW-W ay <i unite Truth x Gloria 2 LAVISH’ New Flowering Crabs, Hardy Nut Trees, new Hardy 
: Ping Png - : - Fruits, Dwurf Fruit Trees of All Kinds, Blueberries and 


| n BROMINE f 
vith t y hab f the utter. M jum height 
Raspberries. Guaranteed Stock. Write now for 


PINK PRINCESS—Arbutus x Touchdown 3 SPRING GARDEN Miller's 1962 Free Catalog. 


informal d ible Beautiful light but luminous é 
J. E. MILLER NURSERIES 


OLDEN GLOW are andheggipsi GUIDE & CATALOG 909 W. Lake #d. Canandaigua, N. Y. 


Gol DEN chow: Ralph Garen x Prairie Su 


shine e reminiscent of Heliopsis 
or Golde slow \ rich buttercup yellow 
Medium ne ght 


Priced at $1.00 each 
All three for $2.50 a BREATHTAKING GALLERY OF 
SHIP TO NEW ENGLAND ONLY BRILLIANT-HUED PERENNIALS /. [AY 
, ORNAMENTAL SHRUBS, BERRY 


Ry — eg Ea RS PLANTS, SHADE & FRUIT TREES 
FREE CATALOGUE 


sure that _ ong - By R vy ‘ FREE GIFTS WITH EARLY ORDERS 
SEND POST CARD TODAY TO i - Pool Building & Planting Instruction 
Celprit’s Nursery & Garden Shop KELLY BROS. , NURSERIES. ww: VAN NESS WATER. GARDENS 


Closed Sundays 2460 N. Ev i Av 


RED #1 Route 108 Dover, N. H. 
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000 CATALOGS 


unique 
massed 


GREENHOUSE 


annuals or 
growing 
areas of a favorite 
herb garden, a wild flower nook, 
a hedge for attracting birds or 
a collection of plants in one 
genus. 

Winter is the perfect time for 
browsing through catalogs and 
planning. Make lists—many of 
when you decide 
order 


uncommon 
perennials, 


FREE 


FLOWER BOOK 























flower, an 











All-Aluminum Maintenance-Free 


50% LESS 


Than You'd Expect To Pay 


them—and 
what you want, 
enough to get what you wish 
since stock of a choice item may 
be scarce. You can save precious 
time next spring when there are 
many other things to be done. :: 


early 


If you love flowers, we want you to have a 
free copy of the new Park Flower Book 
for 1962. 

This catalogue describes over 3,000 va- 
rieties of flower seed and plants . . . many 
rare kinds . . . all the new ones as well as 
the older varieties. The book also contains 


see next page for Rose Catalogs 


index 








ECONOMET 


Nationally known METROPOLITAN GREEN- 
HOUSE siashes home greenhouse prices. 
You get MORE Top Value Features with 
ECONOMET. 


Beautiful Curved Eaves 
Automatic Ventilation 
PRE-ENGINEERED for EASY 
DO-IT-YOURSELF assembly 
Weather Proof, Rust Proof, 
Insect Proof 
100% GUARANTEED 
Write, Call, Wire for FREE ILLUSTRATED LITERATURE 


METROPOLITAN Greenhouse Mfg. Corp. 





Dept. C, 1863 Flushing Ave., Brooklyn 37, N.Y. 








HERE iT IS! 


Your chance to get the New “SUN-GLORY” 
prefabricated complete-to-ground greenhouse! 
Newest style! Lifetime REDWOOD! Hail- 
proof! Self-shading. Needs no Base! Has 
buili-in benches. Prices on Sturdi-Built green- 
houses start at $199, freight prepaid! Send for 
Color Catalog showing sizes and styles. 


STURDI-BUILT MFG. CO. 
Dept. H, 11304 S.W. Boones Ferry Road 
PORTLAND 19, OREGON 








ELRARASAAAAAAAAVA SAVVY 


ALUMINUM GREENHOUSES 


Send for Your Free Catalog and Price List 
on Residential Greenhouses. Write to: 


STEARNS GREENHOUSES 


New Flowers 


MIRACLE TOMATO 
Yields 


BUSHELS 
bee Bm Ali 


Now—You can grow the world’s most 
amazing Tomato right in your own 
garden and get from 2 to 3 bushels of 
delicious ripe tomatoes from a vine. 


BURGESS CLIMBING 


Trap-1-6ReP 


TOMATO grows 16 to 20 ft. high with 
huge fruit weighing as much as 2 
pounds and measuring 6 in. across. Fine, 


meaty, solid tomatoes, wonderful 
flavor. Unexcelled for canning and slic- 
ing. Outyields al] other known varie- 
ties. Grows any place. 
SPECIAL OFFER 
Regular 50¢ Pkt. only | ¢ 
3 for 25¢ Limit 3 Pkts. 
PREE: BURGESS Gorden Guide Cat- 
clog listing unusuc! Seeds and Plants. 
BURGESS SEED & PLANT Co. 
143-G, Galesburg, Mich. 





cultural directions, a pronouncing 
and germination tables. 

Hundreds of actual black and white pho- 
tographs, and many full-color photographs 
to show you how the flowers actually look. 

Send postcard today 
for your free copy! 


GEORGE W. PARK SEED CO. 


GREENWOOD 93, S. C. 








SPECIAL! 
The 3 best colors, 
Pink, Yellow and Red— 
a 25c-Packet of each 
post paid, for you to see the high qual- 
ity of Burpee Seeds. Huge exquisite 
blooms, closely set on long strong 
spikes that grow 2 to 3 ft. tall. 
Rust-Resistant! The sturdy, vigorous 
plants are base-branching, each with 
8 to 18 spikes. All 3 Pkts. (value Tic) 
or just 10ec—Send Dime Today! 


Burpee’s New Seed Catalog 
All best Flowers and Vegetables, j 


many new this year. nanny 
W. ATLEE BURPEE CO. 
334 Burpee Building—at nearest city: 


Philadelphia 32, Pa. or Clinton, lowa or Riverside, Calif. 








In Pictures 











Unusuvol Flowers from Far Places illustrated and 
interestingly described. 
Plants, on request, Dept. 


Catalog of Seeds-Bulbs- 


Exciting New Catalog 





SS SSS SS SS 


MOORESTOWN 


HARRIS SEEDS 


WAN™ 4 BETTER GARDEN? 
Home gardeners will find help in the prac- 
tical cultivation directions, the accurate 
descriptions and, above all, the superior 
varieties of flowers and vegetables offered 
in our free 


1962 Catalog 


Many of the most famous varieties grown 

today are offered only by Harris Seeds— 
SEAFOAM 
HYBRID 
PETUNIA 


Quantities of 
huge flowers, 
glistening 
white. 


MORETON 
HYBRID 
TOMATO 


Early—large fruit 
of superb quality. 


Find out about these and other famous Harris 
specialties that can make your 1962 garden the 
best you've ever grown, 


Send a card for your free copy today 
JOSEPH HARRIS CO., INC. 


60 Moreton Farm Rochester 11, N. Y. 

















% 





98 Taylor St., Neponset, Boston 22, Mass. | PEARCE SEED co. egy tt 
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00e@0 CATALOGS 


ROSES 





Ww 1962 


_ 


EDITION OF 


Gesterday 


Ger aud Today” 








ROSES OF YESTERDAY 
iND TODAY isa veritable ref- 
erence work on_ old-fashioned 
76 pages of exquisite 
nd photographs tell 
a delightful story of more than 200 
varieties many of them your 
grandmother knew and grew 

Select now. Plant 
Enjoy next summer the 
chhrm that old-fashioned 
add to your garden. America’s 
best loved catalog IS still 
No other half- 
will give you so many 
informative pleasure 
for two: give one 
growing friend. 


roses Its 


descriptions a 


next spring 
new 


roses 


rose 
just 50 cents 
dollar 
hours of 
Send a $1 bill 
to your best rose 


WILL TILLOTSON'S ROSES 


Watsonville, California 
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TR KR WK Oe IP IPO IP IP IAP IP IP IPO 
Most Unusual 


Christmas Gift 


make unusual 
' 


Begonias 
\ ivi gift that w ac 
year o come 
th a beautiful 
tubers will b 


bers-mixed 
™M 
1. These 
lia rated 
fic Strain begonias d 


VETTERLE & REINELT 


Dept. H, Capitola, California 


> 
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Send today for this new 1962 


PsD Row 
Guide 


@ 20 New Roses 
in Color 

® New 1962 
Award Winners. 

@ Roses Rated 
and Classified 
by Color and 
Quality 

®@ Rose Care, 
Arrangements, 
and Landscaping 
with Roses 


MORE THAN JUST A CATALOG! 
It’s 32 pages of the newest roses for 
1962 in spectacular “high-fidelity 
color,” plus complete descriptions 
of over 140 popular roses by class 
and color, including fragrance, 
growth habit, flower form and latest 
rating by American Rose Society. 
Special catalog savings on famous 
award winners. Costs us $1 to print, 
it’s yours for only 50c. (Refunded 
on $5 order.) Supply limited, send 
your 50c today! 


DProlerson Dering 


ROSE GROWERS 


SCAPPOOSE 512, OREGON 





PEACEPORT the first sport of Peace— 
thus Peace in all respects, but a glowing salmon 
pink color. $3.00 each—3 for $7.95. 


Inc. 


MELVIN E. WYANT, Rose Specialist, 
206 Johnny Cake Ridge, Mentor, Ohio 











Herbs 


from page 606 


Sage 


Rosemary is often called “the Christ- 
mas herb.” Its dark green, needle-like 
scented leaves resemble those of a fir. 
Co perfume a whole room just brush a 
branch with your warm hand. Rose- 
mary can be used to make a handsome 
table Christmas tree that needs no orna- 
ments. Paint a tub (florist’s) white and 
gold and plant a two- or three-year-old 
specimen lo keep it in 
be sure the soil is well- 
drained but moist. Give it a light, 
shower once a week. This makes a won- 
derful gift for a shut-in or person you 
want to remember. Tell them _ the 
branch tips may be used for seasoning. 


rosemary in it. 
good condition, 


cool 


If you're a tea drinker you might like 
to do some “herb-bibbing.” Just as the 
sweet old ladies long ago sat in their 
rocking chairs beside the tabby cat and 
geraniums and drank herb tea, you can 
put a touch of lemon balm, mint or rose 
geranium in your modern teapot. 





House Plants 


from page 598 


These dots are increased when the plant 
position. Freckle 
but after its stems 


is placed in a sunny 
face also takes a rest, 
dry away, new growth 
Chis new growth must be pinched back 


until a compact plant is assured. 


soon appears. 


Kalanchoe tomentosa foliage is so 
thickly furred it is almost felt-like. These 
silver-gray leaves are tipped and dotted 
with brown on their upper edges, and 
the plant requires the moderate amount 
of water accorded to any succulent, in 


which class it belongs. 


The 


to Cyanotus 


ears is appropriate 
somaliensis, a creeping 
plant with layers of ear-shaped, hairy 
leaves. Attractive for its foliage, the 
flowers are interesting for though small, 
they are a brilliant orange purple. 


name pussy 





FRE FLOWER 


BOOK 


Write today for free illustrated book—cultural 
directions, pronouncing index, germination 
table. 3000 varieties—old and new. Many 
rare kinds. Yours for the asking. Send a 
postcard today! 


Geo. W. Park Seed Co., 


thePOWER- PRAYER 
a a Le 


Amazing research proves simple 
f prayer makes flowers, trees, shrubs 
( grow many times faster, stronger, 


Greenwood 28, S. C. 











+4 larger. Conduct your own prayer-plant 
lg capers nts. Astonishing de tails, 

Pit ensational catalog FREE 
o~¥o Biesp- Learning Research Association, 
P 24-HD, Olympia, Washington. 


HY PONS 


Soluble PLANT FOOD Complete 


Preferred by millions of user 
solve and water you 


Odorless' Feeds instantly. if dealer can't supply, 
send $1 for 10-oz. can, postpaid. Makes 60 gations 


HYDROPONIC CHEMICAL CO. Copley 21, One, USA 
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The 
SEASON’S GREETINGS 
to all 
MEMBERS 
of 
The _Massachusetts 
Horticultural Society 


WINTER LECTURE SERIES 


All Lectures at Horticultural Hall 
300 Massachusetts Avenue 
Boston, Massachusetts 


Merrie Christmas Flower Show 


Tr 
Sun | 
Symposium on Christmas Decorations, 
Mr ester Cook, | ston, Mass. 
0. 7.30 pm 
o Mem! 
$1 Of 
Around the Seasons in our National Capi- 
tal, Mrs. W. Ridgely Chaplir Was 
to ID. ¢ 
Tu December 12, 8 p.m 
Gardens of Cape Cod, Milford R. Law- 
re Falmout Mass 
»>M vers and One Guest 
ficate Required 
75¢ each lecture i 





CNS and SOCETIS 


to the best of our knowledge, we have suc- 
ceeded. However, in the July, 1961 issue 
of Horticulture there appeared an arti- 
cle entitled “Two Successful Ways to Pre- 
serve Plant Materials for Dried Arrange- 
ments.” Since the publication of this arti- 
cle, it has come to our attention that much 
of the information contained therein was 
derived from a booklet entitled “Drying 
Flowers for Color” by Sarah Whitlock and 
Martha Rankin. 

We sincerely regret this unfortunate in- 
cident and hereby express our public apol- 
ogy to Mrs. Whitlock and Mrs. Rankin and 
to all our readers. 


Christmas Decorama 

The Founders’ Group of the Judges 
Council of California Garden Clubs will 
present their second annual Christmas 
Program December 2, 3 at the San Francis- 
co Hall of Flowers, Golden Gate Park. 
“Christmas Decorama” is the show theme. 
The art of making Christmas decorations 
will be demonstrated. The show is open 
to the public. Admission will be charged. 


We Apologize 

Since our publication first began in 
1904, the Editors of HontTIcULTURE mag- 
azine have used their best efforts to ensure 
that all articles published are original and, 


see page 625 














MICHIGAN 
HORTICULTURAL SOCTETY 


Classroom Building 


University of Michigan—Dearborn Center 
DEARBORN, MICHIGAN 
Phone: 846-8839 
Mrs. LLoyp L. HuGues, Executive Secretary 
#< 


There is still time to give a 


Christmas Gift Membership 


SINGLE $5.00 DUAL (man and wife) $7.00 
SUSTAINING $10.00 
“WINTER GREEN” 

9 A.M.—6 P.M. 

December 4-10, 1961 at the 
DETROIT HISTORICAL MUSEUM 
Woodward and Kirby Avenues 


Mrs. Ropert A. VANDER Py1L 
Mrs. DoNALD HUGHES 


Co-chairmen 


In the Library 


The Wonderful Life of Flowers by Paul 
Jaeger has been given by the Board of 
Trustees in memory of Fred W. Robinson, 
former treasurer of the Society and founder 
of the Minnie E. Robinson Medal .*und. 


1962 Builders Home and Flower Show 
February 23 through March 4 
Cobo Hall, Detroit 


Schedules for Flower Arrangement section 
on request from this office 





The Pennsylvania Horticultural Society 


389 Suburban Station Building 
Philadelphia 3, Pennsylvania 


Henry D. Miricx, Presiwent 
Carv.ton B. Lees, Director 








erry ge tmas / 





to a friend (or even to yourself) 
with a gift membership in the 
Pennsylvania Horticultural Society 


12 informative issues of the News 

12 colorful copies of HonTICULTURE 
excellent library service by mail 
admission to fine gardens 

flower show tickets 

practical garden clinics 

lectures for ail 

special exhibits 

garden problems answered by mail, by 
telephone and by appointment 


annual membership $8. contributing membership $25. 
family membership $14. sustaining membership $50. 
life membership $350. 


A Festive gift card will be sent to some lucky 
friend on your Christmas list if you act now— 
use membership blanks on page 625. 











December 1961 





LICHENS 


Guy G. NEARING 
Ramsey, N.J. 


THERE ARE many kinds of mosses and 


with its own form and 


stems with tiny 


lic he ns, Cat h 
color. Some 
leaves crowding themselves into mats of 
These 


have green 
fascinating shades and textures. 
ire mosses. You have seen them or their 
near relatives down in the valley cover 
ing banks and boulders, even invading 
your lawn 

Tufts of ghostly white or 


branch like 


rosettes and lichens 


silver-grav 


which miniature corals 
without leaves are 
They 
the bark ot 


lands 


decorate stone walls and cover 


trees in unmolested wood 


and on higher moun 
tains, bare stretch for 
of miles, clothed with a vast variety of 
lichens. A small local 
they become in lands a 


In the arctic, 
areas hundreds 
incident in our 
scene, other 
leading feature 

mosses 


Lichens are totally unlike 


Mosses bel ng with th lichens 
But they 


Fungi 


ferns 
mushrooms 

fungi 
matter In 


with the fungi 


are specialized, peculiar 
live by eating dead vegetable 
the soil, such as dead and rotting wood 
Lichens do not eat the soil, stones or 
they 


100 vears 


bark on which grow, and it was 


ago that sci 
do live on. 


not until about 


entists learned what they 


Pri grims 


rocks and 
crumbly o1 


this consists 


Spreading over damp 
trunks is a 
greenness. Much of 
related to the seaweeds, but is 


them. Li 


shaded tree 
slimy 
ot algae, 
SO small we can hardly sec 
chens capture these algae and encloss 
thern for food but not 
produce food by 


them, using 
hoggishly. The algae 
combining air and water as most green 
plants do, but as the lichens (and other 
Lichens take 


leaving them 


fungi) cannot do only a 
little food from the algae, 
enough so they can grow and multiply 
within the lichen. Like 


farmers, they raise and harvest food for 


tissues of the 


themselves. 

So lichens need not hurry. Many of 
that their 
barely measurable 


them slowly vearly 


increase in size is 

When the 
hills a few thousand vears ago, they left 
There 


Since 


vrow So 
glaciers receded from our 


little exce pt roc ks, sand and clay 
was no fertile soil or vegetation 
soil fertility depends on the amount of 
etable 


vegetation there is no 


decavinge ve¢ matter contained, 


where there no 
soil fertility. 
which 


long 


1 
must come the lichens, 


Though 


thev are ften buried in 


First 


no soil thes live ad 


nee d 


time, land 


slides, or scraped and crushed by ice. 


of the Plant World 


Fheir dead substance accumulating lit- 
tle by little over the 
enough fertility to support the growth 
of green plants, eventually even forest 


centuries creates 


trees. 

Though lichens have no roots, they 
take a firm hold on whatever they find 
by intruding little fibers into the soil or 
between the grains of rock. Where the 
stone is too dense for the fibers to pene 
trate, the lichen applies a strong acid 
and so creates tiny fissures into which 
the fibers can grow 
the rock surface are 
tually fall 


come a component of rich fertile soil 


Chus, particles of 
loosened and even 
later to be 


away as sand, 


Lichens have other uses. In Iceland 
grass does not thrive so the cattle must 
pasture on a lichen called Iceland moss, 
Cetraria islandica. Processed, it is also 
for our con 
teindeer moss 
and 


sold in the grocery store 
sumption, blanc mange 
is a lichen, Cladonia 
so necessary to the diet of reindeer and 
caribou, that civilization first 
moved to the arctic and burned the 
tundra, thousands of reindeer and cari 
bou have starved to death. Fifty or 100 
years must pass before the lichen can 


rangiferina, 


since 


re-establish itself. 

Rock tripes are leathery brown disks 
which drape exposed rocks at high ele 
vations in the far North. They often 
have furnished food for desperate ex- 
plorers cut off from their base of sup 
ply. But don’t try them vourself unless 
you are in danger of starvation, for the 
acids they use to etch the rock will etch 
your stomach too. The acid must be re 
moved by repeated parboiling after 
which what is left will keep vou alive 


but may not make life worth living. 


What fascinates 
lichens is not their utility but 
beauty. A thousand contrasting pat 
terns of delicate branches and lobes, in 
credibly varied from species to species, 
in shades of grav, brown, yellow, 
orange, white and black make the li- 
chens a compendium of Nature’s art. 


study 
their 


those who 


A unique Lilliputian planting by Ar- 
thur E. Allgrove which features rattle- 
snake plantain, British soldier lichens, 
pipsissewa (princess pine), resurrec- 
tion ferns and partridgeberries—a tiny 
plant world complete in itself 


HORTICULTURE 





The Cladonias, most of which are found on 
road banks, rocks and similar undisturbed 
places, have flakes which may be crowded 
or extensively broken so scarcely any 
papery structure is seen. The snow lichen 
haunts high altitudes and northern lati- 
tudes, while the mountain stud species 
thrives on granite. 


Cladonia radiata is in the group in which the 
trumpets branch along their edges into pin- 
shaped extensions. 


Rinodina oreina, the mountain stud, is at 
home on rocks, especially granite, and may 
be found in many parts of the country. The 
plentiful fruits are button shaped. 


Cet aria nivalis, the snow lichen. is common 
in the high mountains of northern New Eng- 
land and the northern Rockies. This beauti- 
ful species of the alpine snows is con- 
spicuously cream colored. 











Joan Bennett & 
ELAINE FREEDMAN 
Summit, New Jersey 


Gardens Need Myster 


A GARDEN (like a person) needs mys 
tery to make it interesting. Any garden 
that reveals its entire personality at one 
glance has no charm. If a visitor sitting 
on the porch feels no indefinable urge 
to get up and explore a garden, that 
garden fails its personality test. 

Design, not plant material, primarily 
creates this mystic quality. Plant mate- 
ria] can be exotic, unusual and impres- 
sive and yet fail to create an impact 
because of poor placement. 


Imagine you are a guest in a friend’s 
garden. Left on your own for a short 
while, you discover an inconspicuous 
path through an area that seems uncul- 
tivated. Drawn forward by your discov- 
ery, you come upon a bed of myrtle 


(Vinca minor) which casually sur- 
rounds a hollowed gray stone filled with 
water. A bit of blue sky is mirrored here 
and just beyond in the sun-dappled 
shade you are warmly welcomed by a 
cluster of bright vellow daffodils. Your 
delight is what your friend carefully 
and successfully planned. 

Many a garden-conscious person in 
his travels purchases a small, unusual 
garden object for his garden. What a 
disappointment when the object set 
squarely on the front lawn somehow 
doesn’t do anything for the yard. Like 
the rare jewel that is displayed on black 
velvet, so too should a small garden 
ornament be placed to best advantage. 
The obvious location is usually the dull- 
est and least pleasing one. Most garden 
objects fare better in a grouping of 
shrubs or trees off to one side. 

The two standard items most often 
mistreated in gardens are the ever-pres- 
ent birdbath and the functional picnic 
table. To place a birdbath in dead cen- 
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ter of the front lawn is grossly unfair to 
the birdbath, the lawn, the house and 
even the birds. In such a location it is 
vying with some of the elements com 
posing the front views of the house and 
property. When the bath is placed in 
front of a medium-low shrub grouping 
that ties in with a side planting, it cre- 
ates a woodsy, coordinated feeling. Even 
the birds feel more at home in this nat- 
ural, private setting. 

How can a home owner mistreat a 
picnic table and chairs? That's 
Just paint them white or some color that 
is not suitable to the character of out 
door furniture. Dark green can be used 
as paint color for obvious reasons. Red 
wood furniture blends naturally with all 
outdoor settings. A good location for 
your picnic table is a secluded and shel- 


easy 


tered area. 
One basic rule that applies to gardens 


in general but to the garden with mys- 


tery in particular, is that it should be 
enclosed. Enclosed gardens permit pri- 
vacy, an advantage that cannot be o« er- 
estimated. Your garden, like your home. 
is a private affair. 

If there are natural boundaries and 
screens, you are fortunate in that your 
privacy is assured. If, however, there 
are no lines of demarcation, other than 
lot lines, you may make use of many 
materials that will create the desired 
effect. Commercially made fences of all 
kinds, such as stockade, basket-weave 
and louver can play a definite and pic- 
turesque role in marking off your prop- 
erty. Various homemade versions such 
as broad board fences do well too. Do 
not limit yourself to one variety and use 
kinds that suit a particular area. High 
fences are usually placed at corners and 
back Jot lines. Low fences tend to be 
most effective along the sides. 

All fences need something in front of 
them to lessen their stiff, confining ef- 
fect. Use trees and shrubs to prevent a 
rectangular or picture frame look. The 
shrub border should be naturally curved 
with easy, relaxed lines, not straight 
and trimly regular ones. A subtly curv- 
ing border doesn't reveal the entire pic- 
ture at once but leads the eye to what is 
just beyond. 

Privet hedges create excellent boun- 
daries. However, you must allow a pe- 
riod of five to six years for their height 

see page 625 








PLANT GROWTH LEAPS 
WITH NEW MER-MADE! 


ODORLESS FISH EMULSION 
OPENS ANCIENT GROWTH SECRET 
FOR INDOOR, OUTDOOR PLANTS! 


Since prehistoric time, fertilizing with whole fish 
hes been known os an important secret to produce 
larger, healthier plants, more blooms, more luxuriant 
foliage! Modern chemistry now opens this secret to 
home gordeners, with new odorless Mer-Made! 
Concentrated Mer-Made actually contains fish — 
more than 20 to make a single bottle. Use right 
from unbreakable squeeze bottle, or mix with water 
Cannot burn even the most fragile plant. 100% 
organic nitrogen plus chelating agent which solu- 
bilizes minerals locked in the soil. Absorbed by 
leaves as well as roots. One application remains 
effective for weeks. Economical to use and won- 
drously effective for every known variety of indoor 
or outdoor plant! Available at oll Breck’s stores, 
at 79¢ per 8-or. squeeze bottle. Or use the handy 
coupon below to order by mail! Try new Mer-Made 
and see for yourself what a fantastic difference it 
makes in plant health, growth ond production of 
gorgeous blossoms! 











WRITE FOR FREE CATALOG! 


SINCE 1818 BRECKS OF BOSTON 


BRECK’S OF BOSTON 
813 Breck Bidg. + Boston 10, Mass. 


Please send me _.___.__._ 8-oz. squeeze bottles of 
new Mer-Made odorless fish emulsion, for increasing 
blooms and promoting plant growth. |! enclose 
$1.00 per bottle ordered (including postage and 
handling cost). Ship postpaid at once, with complete 
satisfaction guaranteed 
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New...from the Orient 


Graceful, exotic 


A EGRET 
FLOWER 


Silky, white flowers up to 
2-inches across on slender 
15-inch stems. Fringed 
blooms resemble egret in 
flight. Long-lasting cut 
flower. One of many ex- 
citing new flowers, fruits, 
vegetables described in 
. new catalog 


FARMER SEED & NURSERY 


19 N.E. 1 8th, Faribault, Minn 


icoler — 





USUBATAS 
$4.95 to $75.00 


For catalogue of containers, 
stands, accessories, tools and 
books on JAPANESE FLOW- 
ER ARRANGING send 10¢ to 
MARIORIE MARDER, Dept. H.12-1 
908 Hollywood Dr.. Monroe Mich. 














BARTLETT 


TREE EXPERTS 
STAMFORD, CONN. 














NOW! is the time! 
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- HE lasting joys of the holiday season 
are enhanced in the giving of living 
plants because they are continuous re- 
minders of the Christmas season. But 
to have continuous pleasure in such 
plants you know their require- 
ments in the house. 


must 


House Plants Need Humidity 


Such plants are usually 
humid, warm greenhouses. When they 
are transferred to the dry atmosphere 
of the house, a considerable adjustment 
is needed. Many of them, especially Je 
rusalem cherry and the Christmas pep 
delightful little plants for a few 
never do become adjusted to the 


grown in 


per 
days 
drier atmosphere. They only last a few 
days despite all efforts. Spider mites at 
tack them as soon as the atmosphere 
becomes dry hastening their demise. 


Jardiniere Keeps Plants Healthy 

Poinsettias are still among the more 
popular plants for Christmas giving. 
They are colorful and so closely asso- 
ciated with the holiday season that 
quantities are grown for sale. However, 
humidity is essential in the house if 
they are to remain attractive features 
of interior decor. 

Poinsettias, cyclamens and_ garde 
nias can be maintained for weeks if the 
pot is placed inside a jardiniere that has 
three or four inches of pebbles in the 
bottom. The pot should sit on the peb 
bles with water kept in the bottom of 
the jardiniere almost to the top of the 
pebbles. As this water slowly evaporates, 
it maintains a humid, healthy atmos- 
phere around the plant. 


Don't Overwater Hollies 


In recent years American holly, Ilex 
opaca and English holly, Ilex aquifoli- 
um have become popular as Christmas 
gifts. These charming little plants, some 
with bright red are a joy 
throughout winter if thev are not over- 
watered and are only two or 
three hours of sunlight a day. Choose 
a spot in the house where the atmos 
phere is humid, and where the tempera- 
ture doesn't go above 68-70°. If condi- 
tions are right they will start to grow in 
January, occasionally producing blos 
soms. As soon as growth starts give them 
a small amount of soluble plant food 
once every three weeks. When danger of 
frost is over, plant them outside as a 
permanent part of the landscape. 
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Azaleas Delightful Indoor Plants 


Azaleas are increasingly popular as 
Christmas gifts. Many of the more 
tender kinds do not thrive outdoors in 
the far north, but all are delightful in- 
doors during winter if they get four or 
five hours of sunlight a day and re- 
ceive ample moisture. Azaleas are heavy 
feeders and since all food must be taken 
up in liquid form they need adequate 
water. This does not mean to water 
them every day, but thoroughly and 
deeply as soon as the soil surface begins 
to look and feel dry. 

Coral-Berries Have Seasonal Colors 

Coral-berry Ardisia crispa) is ‘e- 
turning to popularity. This delightful 
evergreen from Malaya makes a pleasing 
house plant featuring a spike laden 
with bright red berries under glossy, 











apple-green leaves. It will remain a joy 
throughout the winter. Less fussy about 
high humidity, it thrives in most houses 
unless the temperature is too high. Give 
it a little sunlight and water thoroughly 
once every three or four days. 


Two Unusual Holiday Gifts 


Mever lemon and Otaheite 
are also pleasant though unusual plants 
to receive at Christmas time. They re- 
quire less humidity than some men- 
tioned above, but they should have sun- 
light. The oversize lemons of the Meyer 
variety are fascinating, while the nu- 
merous small oranges make the Otaheite 
especially colorful. : : 


orange 
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Clubs and Societies 
from page 619 


Dr. Norman Taylor Honored 


Dr. Norman Taylor in recognition of his 
many distinguished contributions to botany 
and horticulture was recently presented the 
Distinguished Service Award of the New 
York Botanical Garden. 

During his varied career, Dr. Taylor 
held positions as Curator of the Brookiyn 
Botanic Garden and editor of forestry, 
botany and horticulture for Merriam-Web- 
ster dictionaries where he produced a ser- 
on gardening. At the same 
time he wé mcerned with the quinine 
industry acting as Director of the Cinchona 
Producis Institute. His latest book, the En- 
cyclopeia of dening was revised and 
brought out ia a fourth edition earlier this 
year. 

His career was highlighted in 1936 by 
the award of the Gold Medal of the Massa- 
chusetts Horticultural Society, and again 
in 1958 when he was presented an hono- 
Doctor of Science degree by Wash- 
University in Maryland. 
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Williamsburg Tour & Flower Show 
The Green Spring Garden Club of Wil- 
liamsburg, Va., is sponsoring a Christmas 
Homes Tour and Flower Show December 
2-3. Five homes will be open to the public 
and each will have holiday arrangements 
in keeping with the house architecture. 











THE PENNSYLVANIA 
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SOCIETY 


389 Suburban Station Building | 
1617 Pennsylvania Boulevard 
PHILADELPHIA 3, PA. 
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ul tural Sor 
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Detroit Rose Society Honored 

The Detroit Rose Society was honored 
during its Fall Rose show with an award 
from the Michigan Horticultural Society. 
The award was given for the excellence of 
the two rose shows this year, and for the 
general activity of the society in promoting 
horticulture. 

William L. Favinger, president of the 
Michigan society made the presentation to 
Mrs. Edward Katulski, president of the De- 
troit Rose Society. 


Hamilton-Wenham Greens Sale 

The Community Garden Club of Ham- 
ilton and Wenham, Mass., will hold their 
annual Christmas Greens sale and Tour of 
Homes, December 2, 3 from 12-6 p.m. 
This year’s theme “We want Color for 
Christmas” stresses the increasing use of 
color in everyday life. Traditional and Con- 
temporary color themes exhibited will in- 
clude Christmas Tree Green, Della Robbia 
Blue, Sled Red, Cranberry Red, Mistletoe 
White, Halo Gold and Poinsettia Pink. 
Tickets may be purchased from any club 
member or by writing Mrs. Alexis Mahon, 
710 Bay Road, Hamilton. 


Horticultural Congress Meets 

High point of the 16th American Hor- 
ticultural Congress held October 25-28 in 
Northampton, Mass., was the conferring 
of the Order of Orange-Nassau on Carl F. 
Wedell by Her Majesty, Queen Juliana of 
The Netherlands. 

The Netherlands Counsul General in 
New York, the Honorable B. J. Slingen- 
berg, presented Mr. Wedell with the medal 
for his services as Director General of the 
United States Exhibition at the 1960 Flo 
riade in Rotterdam. Mr. Wedell, a land 
scape architect and former Dean of the 
Farmingdale, Long Island, school of horti 
culture, is the third man to receive the in- 
signia. 

Other outstanding events of the four day 
congress were a tour of the Lyman Plant 
House at Smith College on Thursday fol- 
lowed by the President’s dinner that eve- 
ning at which Dr. Richard A. Howard of 
the Arnold Arboretum spoke on Hawaii's 
botanical opportunities as seen by a biolo- 
gist. Friday’s sessions were headlined by 
Dr. Henry M. Cathey, USDA, Beltsville, 
Md., who spoke on the research and re- 
sults of controlling plant growth with light 
and chemicals. 

On Friday evening Dr. Frank P. Culli- 
nan, USDA, Beltsville, presented awards 
to the following persons for their contribu- 
American horticulture: Henry 
Hohman, Kingsville, Md., murseryman; 
Caroline Dorman, Saline, La., amateur 
horticulturist; Prof. Clark B. Thayer, Univ. 
of Mass. teacher; Elizabeth Lawrence, 
Charlotte, N.C., horticultural writer; Dr. 
\.C. Hildreth, Denver, Colo., professional 
horticulturist. 

Dr. Donald Wyman of the Arnold Ar- 
boretum was reelected President of the 
Society at the business meeting held Fri- 
day afternoon, at which time other officers 
were elected. The newly formed Board of 
Directors have made plans to charter a 
flight to England next May for a horti- 
cultural tour of English gardens. $3 
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Front Cover—A peaceful village in the crisp, 
midnight air conveys the message of Christmas 
as it was originally intended. 

Inside Front—The bright red fruits of Japanese 
yew (Taxus cuspidata) cling like tiny bells among 
the contrasting green foliage. If propagating 
yews by seed collect the seed soon after the 
berries turn red as birds find them a delicacy. 
The seeds are easily freed from the pulp by 
washing. Cuttings should be taken in July or 
August and rooted in sand in a cold frame, and 
left there all winter. Cuttings may also be rooted 
in a greenhouse in October or November. Jap- 
anese yew is hardy in most parts of North Ameri- 
ca and withstands winter conditions favorably. 
Insert 1—Twelve popular house plants present 
a tapestry of color in foliaye and flawer. 
Insert 2—Poinsettia, cactus and flume vine (Pry- 
ostegia) in a bright array of color. Poinsettia is 
native to Mexico. There, and in our far South, it 
grows to bush-like proportions quite unlike the 
sing!s-stemmed plants seen in the North during 
the Yuletide season. 

Insert 3—The incredible, subtle color tones of 
lichens are sharpened by the intricate patterns 
they inscribe on their native habitats. 

Insert 4--The showy red or reddish-yellow 
flowers of the coral tree (Erythrina caffra) com- 
mand attention. Members of the pea family (Le- 
guminosae) various coral trees are classed as 
flowering trees, shrubs or herbaceous plants. They 
are found in tropical and semi-temperate. regions 
in the southern United States. Erythrina prefers 
a well-drained location in full sun. Propagation 
is by seed or cuttings of new growth taken in 
summer and inserted in a closed frame. Herba- 
ceous kinds may be increased by division in 
spring. 

Inside Back—Terrarium flanked by candles. 
Nestled inside the brandy snifter are ground pine 
Lycopodium obscurum) rattlesnake plantain 
(Epipactis pubescens), partridgeberry (Mitchella 
repens), wintergreen (Gaultheria procumbens), 
Hepatica americana, pick-a-back (Tolmiea men- 
ziesi). 

Back Cover—Pine cones sugared with hoar 
frost. See page 602 for a clever display of dec- 
orative cones 


Gardens Need Mystery 

from page 623 

to serve as a screen. Do not, as a rule, 
use uninterrupted lines of hedge; they 
are too monotonous and stiff. Inter- 
sperse such hedges with fence or larger 
evergreen trees. Many people plant ever- 
greens such as hemlock or golden cy- 
press, when they are six feet tall for im- 
mediate privacy at ground level. Japa- 
nese yews make lovely full borders. 

When planning a garden, stress is 
always placed on design rather than 
plant material. Ingenuity in planning 
can do more than costly plantings. Lim- 
itation of funds in no way limits origi- 
nality. It is often the spur. 

Those with a small garden have a 
greater challenge to meet. But no mat- 
ter how tiny the size, there can always 
be a “special spot,” an out-of-the-way 
place to locate a chair or bench, an ideal 
nook in which to relax, removed from 
the traffic and turmoil of the day. :: 
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Nov. 30-Dec. 1. Boise, Idaho. 67th Annual dens and the Garden Club of Hamilton, 
Meeting Idaho State Horticultural So- Royal Botanical Gardens Headquarters 
ciety, Hotel Boise Dec. 6-7. Chicago, Ill. Annual Hybrid 

Dec. 4. Winthrop, Mass. Yuletide Plants Corn Industry-Research Conference, La- 
and Arrangements Display, The Garden Salle Hotel 
Club of the Winthrop Women’s Club, Dec. 6-9. Washington, D.C. Plant Propa- 
Home of Mrs. George Downie gators Society Annual Meeting, Manger 

Dec. 4-5. Minneapolis, Minn. Minnesota Annapolis Hotel 

Nov. 20. Columbus, Ohio. Ohio Seed State Nurserymen’s Assn. Annual Con- Dec. 11-12. Lincoln, Neb. Nebraska Assn. 
Dealers Assn. Convention, Fort Hayes vention, Curtis Hotel of Nurserymen Annual Convention, 
Hotel Dec. 4-6. Wenatchee, Wash. 57th Annual Cornhusker Hotei 

Nov. 20. New Vork, N.Y. Atlantic Seeds- Meeting Washington State Horticultural Dec. 11-14. Memphis, Tenn. Weed So- 
men’s Assn. Meeting, Hotel Roosevelt Assn. Liberty Theatre ciety of America’s North Central Weed 

Nov. 20-21. Springfield, Ill. State Horti- Dec. 4-10. Detroit, Mich. Christmas Greens Control Conference, Jefferson Hotel 
cultural Society Annual Convention, Exhibition, Michigan Horticultural So- Dec. 18. Chelsea, Mass. Greening Decora- 
Abraham Lincoln Hotel ciety, Detroit Historical Museum tions for Chelsea Naval Hospital, spon- 

Nov. 21. New York, N.Y. Lawn & Turf- Dec. 5-6. Springfield, Ohio. “Christmas sored by the Garden Club of the Win- 
grass Div. A.S.T.A.) Midwinter Around The World” sponsored by the throp Women’s Club 
Meeting, Hotel Roosevelt Clark County Federation of Garden Dec. 19-20. University Park, Pa. Pennsyl- 

Nov. 26-28. Memphis, Tenn. Southern Clubs, Knights of Columbus Hall, 326 vania Seedsmen’s Assn. Annual Meet- 
Seedsmen’s Assn. Convention, Peabody Dayton Avenue ing and Annual Pennsylvania Seed Con- 
Hotel Dec. 5-7. Burlington, Canada. Seventh ference, State University 

Nov. 27-30. Miami, Fla. Entomological Annual Exhibition of Christmas Ar- Dec. 27. Cheshire, Conn. Connecticut 
Society of America, Annual Meeting, rangements and Decorations, The Wom- Nurserymen’s Assn. Annual Meeting, 
McAllister Hotel en’s Comm. of the Royal Botanical Gar- Waverly Inn :: 
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LOOKS LIKE A TROPICAL TREE 


Hydrosme reddish-chocolate 
colored, calla-like aroid (a plant of the 
\rum family) should be found in every 


rivieri, a 


plant connoisseur’s collection. Its simple 


culture is a boon to busy gardeners. 

Our 
nurtured for 18 
diameter is 10 


which we have 
weighs ten 


largest tuber 
vears, 


inches, 
>> 


pounds. Its 
height 7 inches and circumference 3 
inches. Last year blooming it 
stood a stately 68 inches high. 

In March, the flower stalk lengthens 
several inches each day and soon the 
7 unfolds 


when 


amazingly large inflorescence 
without potting or addition of moisture 
The beginning of growth may vary with 
the temperature during winter storage. 

The true found on the 
base of the club-like spadix fleshy 
axis) which is enclosed by the lower 
part of the calla-like spathe. The flow 
and so crowded 


flowers are 


ers are minute, yellow 
they look like a slightly raised band of 
wax on the spadix. Handily, the upper 
staminate and the lower 
[his aroid produces a 


flowers are 
ones pistillate. 
fragrance which attracts insects to as 
sist with pollination, but this fragrance 
offends humans. The odor soon disap 
pears and the amazing growth may be 
displayed for several days. 

Its summer growth in the garden is 
rewarding and attracts much attention. 
Garden visitors frequently ask “What is 
that tropical tree?” Its dark green, palm- 


FLorence Knock, Minneapolis, Minn. 


like top often measures five feet or 
more in circumference. We grow it in 
full sun. It appreciates leaf mold or 
compost added to sandy garden loam. 
When the tuber is lifted just before 
frost in the fall, wash off the adhering 
soil with the hose. Leave the top growth 
of the tuber on to mature and dry. The 
garage 1S a handy temporary stor- 
age place. After the stem has dried it 
lifts off like a stopper and reveals the 
start of next season’s bloom stalk. It is 
about three inches high and rose col- 
ored. The stalk does not lengthen until 
March when the tuber decreases in size 
and weight, which is understandable 
considering the gigantic flower growth. 
Propagation is by offsets that grow 
out from the mother bulb, or by seeds 
if available. Some of the offsets reach 
out like long arms, helping to anchor 
the heavy top growth. The tuber and 
offsets are kept dry in the basement in 
any suitable container until the flower 
stalk lengthens. Then the plant may be 
moved to a warmer place to be observed. 
For display it must be anchored or 
wedged solidly in a huge basket or oth- 
er container. The tuber requires no 
moisture until it is again planted out. 
In good rich soil, provided with 
adequate moisture, it should bloom 
when its diameter is about five inches. 
Each year the growth will increase ac- 
cording to the size of the tuber. 
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When should fruit trees and grapes be 
pruned and fed? 

All fruit trees can be pruned on any 
warm day during the winter. It is not 
wise to prune them when the wood is 
frozen, but at other times when cli- 
matic conditions are more suitable for 
the pruner as well as the tree. Pruning 
is best done during the winter rather 
than waiting until spring because 
there is always a rush of work then. 
It has been customary to prune grapes 
in February, but it can be done during 
the winter. Fertilizing also can be ac 
complished between the middle of No 
vember and March. If the plant food is 
put into the ground in late fall the tree 
roots which are active until the soil 
freezes will take up some of the plant 
food and store it in bud and branch 
for growth in the spring. Grapes are 
more often fed in the early spring. 


I am always so busy in the spring, why 
can't I apply an oil spray to my trees in the 
fall? 

It is possible, but less satisfactory to 
spray in the fall. The egg coat of scale 
insects is more impervious in the fall 
and some trees are more apt to be in- 
jured by an oil spray in the fall than 
in the early spring. Ideally, a miscible 
oil spray should be delayed until the 
buds begin to swell in the spring. By 
that time eggs of aphids and scale in 
sects are about to hatch. Therefore, the 
shells may be more easily penetrated 
and the effectiveness of the spray is 
greatly increased. There are some trees 
that should not receive an oil spray; i.e. 
black walnut, butternut, magnolia, su- 
gar maple and dogwood. 


When should I put protection around 
roses? Sometimes I think I get it on too 
early. Can I use perlite or vermiculite in- 
stead of soil to hill them up? 

Roses, like other tender 
should not be protected until 
weather arrives. It seems better to wait 
until the ground is frozen slightly be 
fore hilling up roses. Late application 
toughens the wood so that it is more 
able to resist cold extremes. Some rose 
growers have had considerable success 
in protecting roses by installing an alu- 
minum ring six inches high around 
each bush and filling it with vermicu- 
lite or perlite. In the extreme north, I 
feel that soil should be used in the 
lower part of the ring with perlite or 
vermiculite added above the soil. :: 
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Activators 
SAVE THAT TREE! Have you ever lost 


despite all of the care and treatment you could 
Did last summer's drought retard or damage 

t or shade trees? Have any of your trees been 

by windstorms? Now you can your 
tment as professional tree 
Write today for a free 
details. HORTICUL 
Alabama 


a valuable 


Rive 
care and trea 
experts at a very low cost 

brochure and full 


ENGINE ERS, Lafayette 4, 


same 
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African Violets 


AFRICAN VIOLETS—America’s finest. Send 10¢ in 
coin for color folder. FISCHER GREENHOUSES 
Department H(¢ Linwo New Jersey 

1961 COLOR CATALOG listing 100 complete 
50 in color. Plants 75¢, up. Greenhouses 
& Sundas afternoon TINARI GREEN- 
Bethayres 4, Pennsylvania 

—— PL ANT EOU IPMENT! 
supplies— Plastic 
stamps or 
H, Oxford, 


FREE 
descriptions 
open daily 


HOUSES 


HARD-TO-FIND 

illustrated catalog unusual 
fluorescent equipment 20¢€ 
PLANT CORNER, Box 981 


new 
HOUSE 


and 


Amaryllis 
SPECIALIZING in imported named Dutch Amaryllis 


cies and other rare bulbs, extensive listing. ROB- 
D. GOEDERT, Box 6534, Jacksonville 5, Flor 


Begonias 
TUBEROUS BEGONIAS. All 
cial: 6 large tubers $2.00, mixed 
Bedding. Complete directions included. Write for de- 
scriptive list. VANSCIVERS DUTCH GARDENS 
Pocono Mts Box 12, Tannersville, Pennsylvania 


types. Spe 
Hanging or 


colors and 
colors 


Blueberries 


BLUEBERRY ARISTOCRATS — 
SWEET FLAVORS. Largest new varieties, 
tional quality 100 erganically grown Price 
ivailable—Spring planting. ALEXANDER’S BLUE 
BERRY NURSERIES, 1224 Wareham Street, Mid- 
lleboro, Massac 


MARVELOUS 


husetts 
Bonsai 
CATALOG listing 
Deciduous Trees. NEW Books, Planters 
WRITE TODAY. TINYTREES NURSERY 


Fresno, California 


Evergreen and 
Accessories 


Box 53H 


FREE BONSAI 


shall be happy to 
spring and fall 


Bulbs 
DROP US A CARD SOON. W<« 
name to our mailing list for 
offering high quality Holland bulbs of all 
descriptions at most reasonable prices. JOHN MES- 
SELAAR BULB (¢ OMPAN’ Flower bulb specialists, 
the yellow house on ne hil Route 1A ¢ nty 
Road, Ipswich, M: assachi ELmwood 6-3 7 
NEW FREE HOLLAND BL LB CATALOG listing 
imported \ ties yw available. Write 
JAGER, Street, South Hamilton, 


add your 


seasons 


setts 


Business Opportunities 

FOLIAGE, ARTIFICIAL flower 
styrofoam fruit, ribbons, novelties 
¢ Send Today! 


NATU RAL mate- 
saskets 
u direct Catalog < 
BOY C AN S, Sharon 7 
EARN MONEY 
details free! 
ers With Dx 
OAKHAVEN 


Exciting 
s Flow- 


thworms for us! 

Grow Georgeou 
arthworms.” 
Hill, Texas 


Crotons 
“MULTICOLORED CROTONS. Post- 
paid 6—$1.00; 13—$2.00. 50 other rooted and un- 
rooted cuttings Price list for stamped envelope 
MACHLER, Box 265, Deerfield Bes ach, » Florida. 


- Dahlias 


WORLD'S MOST BEAUTIFUL 
IA CATALOG. Over 100 illustrated full color 
25¢ FOR CATALOG. Ready in January 
ISLAND DAHLIAS, Box 901 HC, Canby, 


BEAUTIFUI 


COLORED DAHL- 
SEND 
SWAN 
Oregon 


Evergreens 


BABY EVERGREENS, SEEDS, SEEDLINGS, orna- 

and Xmas Tree stock. Azaleas, Rhododen- 
Flowering shrubs. Blueberries. CATALOG 
GIRARD NURSERIES, Geneva, Ohio. 


nentals 
dr ns. 


FREE 


December 1961 


Evergreens 
HARDIEST HOLLIES AND DWARF RHODODEN- 
DRONS. New descriptive catalogue 10 cents. Unus- 
ual and very hardy northern grown evergreens for 
discriminating gardeners. Special American Holly of- 
fer. ARBOR-WAY NURSERIES, INC South Lin- 
oln, Massachusetts. 


Flower Arrangement Material 


CERAMICS—MADE FOR — EACH 
OTHER. Hand rubbed hardwood bases—ceramics in 
shapes and glazes to suit flower arrangers. CHACO 
ORIGINALS, 322 Ryan St., Hillside, New Jersey 
CAREFULLY SELECTED EQUIPMENT for flower 
arrangenient and corsages at lowest price. Free illus 
trated catalog. DOROTHY BIDDLE SERVICE, H-4 
Hawthorne New York 


Fruit Trees 


BASES AND 


GROW GIANT-SIZE Apples Peaches, Pears on sen- 
sational Stark Dwarf Trees. Beautiful blooms too 
New Patented Starkrimson spur-type trees bear Deli- 
cious Apples years sooner. See vast selection Stark- 
Burbank Fruit Trees, Roses, Shrubs, etc. Big Color- 
photo Catalog FREE. STARK BRO’S., Dept. 30362 
Louisiana, Missouri 


Geraniums 
ZONALS, ODD, RARE, unusual, 
fancyleaf Lady Washington 
Specials. COOKS GERANI- 
Kansas. 


GERANIUMS: 
iveyleaf, scentedleaf 

Catalog 25¢. Write for 
UM NURSERY, Sterling 

Herbs 

CAPRILANDS CHRISTMAS GIFTS—Fragrances 
Lavender, Sandalwood, Patchouly, Vetiver, Incense, 
Frankincense and Myrrh Two for $1.10—Whole 
Nutmegs and Grater 50¢—Seasonings in envelopes for 
convenient mailing—Mixed Salad Herbs, Poultry 
Seasonings, 2 for $1.00—Dips, onion. mushroom, 
cheese—3 for $1.00. CAPRILANDS HERB FARM, 


Coventry, Connecticut 





Holly 
HOLLY? Afraid you 


cannot grow, it? Good 
news! New hardier varieties grow further north; fur- 
ther west! Have heavier roots; lots of berries! Free 
booklet tells all! EARLE DILATUSH’S HOLLY 
NURSERY—Since 1916 Robbinsville, New Jersey 


SEND SELF-ADDRESSED STAMPED ENVELOPE 
for free Scotch-Lite Safety Hollies Car Bumper Strip 
Box 230, Manheim 8, Pennsylvania 


LIKE 


House Plants 
MINIATURE AND BASKET | 
Gesnetiads. New fall catalog 25¢ 
GREENHOUSE, 8825 West 
Kansas. 


BEGONIAS. 
TROPICAL 
79th, Over- 


NEW 
Ferns, 
PARADISE 
land Park, 


“Lilacs 
EXCEPTIONAL NEW UNUSUALLY HARDY LI- 
LACS. University of New Hampshire developments 
including James Macfarlane best true pink, Miss 
Kim, dwarf, very fragrant. ice-blue. Price list avail- 
able ALEXANDER’S BLUEBERRY NURSERIES, 
1224 Wareham Street, Middleboro, Massachusetts 
Mist Sprayers 

ATLAS ALL PURPOSE SPRAYER in 
or Garden, Hobbyshop. Quart con- 
paid. SHUTE & CO., Line Lex- 


THE 
Greenhouse 
tainer. $24.95 post 
ington, Penna 


USE 
your 


Music Instructions 


Orchids 


GET 4 ACOL \COUAINTED SPECIAL: 
Oneidium and Epidendrum. All full 
$6.75 plus surprise and instructive bulletin of 
tropicals free with order, otherwise 10¢. 
GLADES ENTERPRISES. A friendly firm. 
IAB, Miami, Florida 


FREE COLOR FOLDER 
in your own home. Gives 
“World's largest grower of 
ROD McLELLAN CO., 1455 El 
Francisco. California 





each Cattleya 
blooming size 

other 
EVER- 
Box 811- 


one 





grow orchids 
complete details—from 
orchids for the home.” 
Camino, South San 


tells how to 





Peony Seeds 


1961 CROP TREE PEONY SEED at $5.00 per hun- 
dred. F. C. GEBHARDT, 140 East 29th Street, Erie, 
Pennsylvania 








Primroses 
PRIMROSES—hardy, lovely Quarterly magazine 
Seed Exchange. Free list of growers and seedsmen on 
request. EDITOR, 2406 Boyer, Seattle, Wash. 


Rare Seeds 


SELFED SEED FROM AWARD-FORM AZALEAS, 
Rhododendrons, rare shrubs. FREE C 7 oe 
BOVEE & MAYO RARE SEEDS, Box 878-M, Sausa- 
lito. California 


Rare Plants, Shrubs and Trees 


RARE SHRUBS AND TREES—Dove Tree, Chinese 
Whitchazel, Skimmia and other choice plants. Write 
for free list. Open weekends only, 9 to 5:30. WOOD- 
LAND NURSERY, Hendricks Road, Perkiomenville. 
R.D. 1, Penna 




















Shrubs 


conifers, dwarf rhododendrons 
and other rare dwarf shrubs for rock gardens and 
LOW PLANTINGS. Free list. MAYFAIR NURS- 
ERIES, R&. D. 2, Box 4, Nichols, New York 





HEATHERS, dwarf 





Soil Conditioners 


THE MOST IMPORTANT DISCOVERY relative to 
the nutrition of plants, animals, and man, in recent 
years has been the revelation that nearly all biological 
processes depend upon ‘“‘chelation’’ and ‘“‘complex- 
ing’’—the chemistry by which metallic trace elements 
are bound into organic molecules and made use of in 
the enzyme systems of growing things. Chelated trace 
minerals are now being produced for the benefit of 
your home and greenhouse planting. Five pounds of 
Type B-1 KEY MINERALS mailed anywhere in U. S 
for $7.95. Without obligation write for amazing liter- 
ature JENSEN-SANDBERG, INC., 445 E. 2nd 
South St., Salt Lake City, Utah 


Stamps for Collectors 


TOPICAL COLLECTIONS of 25 different stamps at 
35¢ per topic: Flowers-Trains-Birds-Animals-Ships- 
Music-F lags-Religion-Horses GARDEN GUIDES, 
Box 362, Birmingham, Michigan. 














Sun Dials 


SOLID BRONZE BEAUTIES. Many 
zontals, Verticals. Charming Christmas gift 
logue Sun Dials and Patio Plates. OWEN, 
New Ipswich, New Hampshire. 





ZE | Models. Hori- 
Free cata- 
Box 54 H, 





Terrariums 
COMPLETE SUPPLIES FOR THE HOBBYIST— 
kits, containers, insectivorious plants, wildflowers, 
ferns, mosses, pets, books. Partridge Berry bowls and 
do-it-yourself kits. Catalog 20¢. ALLGROVE, North 
Wilmington, Massachusetts 








POEMS NEEDED for musical 
Send poems. Free examination. CROWN MUSIC 
COMPANY, 49 HC West 32 Street, New York 1 


Music-Poems 


POEMS WANTED! Collaborate with profes- 
songwriters or equal basis 


setting and recording 


SONG 
sional 

Send poems 
Broadwé ay» New 


Share royalties 
SONGWRITERS CONTACT CO., 1619 
York 19- N 


Of Interest To Women 


product at home for stores. No charge 
ADCO, Bastrop 82, Louisiana 





SEW simple 
for materials. Write 


Wildflowers 


FRINGED GENTIAN. 





Fresh seed of America’s best 
loved wildflower, with directions for growing. $1.00 
per packet, postpaid. GARDENSIDE NURSERIES 
INC., Shelburne, Vermont. 

WILDFLOWERS AND FERNS, many kinds to 
brighten a shady nook. Send now for free catalogue 
WAKE ROBIN FARM, Box 33-H, Home, Pennsyl- 


vania 








Send for cataloge—WILDFLOWER AND WILD 
TREE SEEDS—over 600 different kinds. Send $.50 
to CLYDE ROBIN, Carmel Valley, Calif 





Orchids 


Help Wanted 





BRAZILIAN ORCHIDS AND BROMELIADS— 
Shipping instructions, and illustrated catalogue of- 
fering about 1,000 different species, $1.00 air mailed 
ORQUIDEARIO CATARINENSE, Corupa—Santa 
Catarina—Brazil. 


MAKE BIG MONEY taking orders for Stark Dwarf 
Fruit Trees. Everybody can now grow Giant Size 
Apples, Peaches, Pears in their yards. Also Shade 
Trees. Shrubs, Vines, Roses, etc. Outfit FREE. 
STARK BRO’S, Desk 30262, Louisiana, Mo. 

629 





GOODBYE 


OLD 


BLUE 


SHIRLEY STEWART 
Cedar Falls, Iowa 


My ne1cuHBpor, Gloria, never actually 
sneers at my flower arrangements. She 
just looks at them “Honey, 
why don’t you join the Flower and Gar- 
den Club? I know you'd get a lot out 
of it.” 
Over the 
to such a state ox feeble inadequacy that 
I'm afraid to attempt anything 
complicated than sticking a rose into a 
bud 
Finally this morning it 
point where 1 knew I had te lick this 
thing before it licked me. Gloria came 
over and repeated her invitation after 
marigolds 


and says, 


years she has reduced me 


more 


vase. 


-eached the 


vazing with disaste at some 
and petunias I had stuffed into a blue 


she said. 


asked 


vase. “Imagine using a vase,” 
“Well, what should I use?” I 
ignorantly. 
“Why those flowers just cry out for a 
or a pottery sugar bow 1.” 


gravy boat 


“I guess they do,” I mumbled. 
“Why don’t you come and hear our 
chairman, Mrs. Chollemaine, speak this 
afternoon. For the last three years our 
club has taken more blue ribbons at the 
spring flower show than any other club 
in town, and we all feel it’s because of 
Mrs. Chollemaine’s inspiration. She has 
the best ideas, and they're so thematic.” 
“All right. If you really think she can 
help me, take me to her.” 
Mrs. Chollemaine did 
“best” ideas. First, she 
classic informal arrangement of a large 
mass of flowers with what she called an 
unstudied, back-to-Nature look. “No 
tice the artfully achieved appearance of 
wild disarray, and yet it’s disarray with 
she emphasized. 


indeed have 


showed us a 


a sense of unity,” 


“I see the container has caught your 
eye,” she continued with enthusiasm. 
It's my old percolator, and isn’t the 
soft patina of the aluminum a splendid 
contrast to the flowers? It ties the whole 
arrangement down to earth, so to speak. 
The idea came to me in the middle of 
the night, and I got right out of bed and 
hurried down to the kitchen to try it. 
wonderful moments of inspira 
tion are what make our art so reward- 
ing,” she beamed radiantly at us. I 


thought I was beginning to get the idea. 


I hose 
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VASE 


Epirn STEVENS 








——. 


‘\ 
“poes IT SEND YOU ANY MESSAGE ?/ 


Mrs. Chollemaine turned to her sec- 
ond arrangement, “Next I want you to 
consider this old-fashioned bouquet of 
red roses in an antique brazier. You get 
the suggestion—the pulsing flame of 
flowers. These cunning braziers can still 
be obtained in a few antique shops. But 
don’t be dismayed, girls, if you can’t get 
one. There are any number of substi 
tutes which would be almost as effec- 
tive, your husband’s tobacco humidor 
for instance. Using something of his 
might be all it takes to arouse his inter- 
est in your work.” 


She 
would not 
livid. 

The final arrangement 
metrical] grouping of vari-colored mari- 
golds in a copper beer mug. “Don’t they 
just effervesce?” Mrs. Chollemaine 
queried. “I do feel it’s necessary to use 
a formal, restrained grouping to keep 
the whole thing from being intoxicat- 
ing. One would hardly consider wild 
disarray for this container. The attack 
on the senses would be overwhelming.” 


Henry. He 


he'd be 


doesn’t know my 


only be aroused, 


was a sym- 


\fter the meeting I hurried home in 
a state of tremendous excitement. The 
creative urge was rampant within me. 
I had the key to success at last: theme 
and relationship. 

I pulled the marigolds and petunias 
out of my prosaic blue vase and shoved 
it to the back of the cupboard. Then | 
placed my four-sided metal grater in a 


wooden popcorn bowl, filled the bowl 
with water, stood back two paces and 
tossed the flowers one by one into the 
grater —voila! Dynamic disarray. 

I called Gloria, and she came right 
over. Her first reaction was disappoint- 
ing. She looked puzzled. “Well, I don’t 
know,” she said. 


“But don’t you see?” I implored. “It 
expresses the wild beast of nature im- 
prisoned in the cage of civilization and 
technology.” 

Her eyes widened with delight. “Of 
course. It’s magnificent. And after only 
one meeting.” 

I smiled modestly. “What do 
think of arranging several cacti in an 
old canteen to symbolize Thirst As- 
suaged?” 


you 


She looked at me with awe. “Honey, 
you've got to enter the spring garden 


show for our club.” 


“Me?!” 

“You're a natural. Wait till I tell 
Mrs. Chollemaine about you.” 

“I suppose I could attempt that old- 
fashioned arrangement of roses she sug- 
gested. I could use Henry’s humidor.” 

“Where would you store his cigars?” 

[hat was a problem, but only for a 
moment. I reached back into the cup- 
board and brought out the blue vase. 

“Just the thing,” Gloria 
“After all, it’s no good for flowers.” :: 


agreed. 


HORTICULTURE 
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